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Thisisasurvey of pre-colonial West Africa, written by the internationally
respected author and journalist, Basil Davidson. He takes as his starting point his
successful textA History of West Africa 1000-1800, but he has reworked his new
text specialy for awider international readership. In the process he offers a

fascinating introduction to the rich societies and cultures of Africa before the
coming of the Europeans.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisisan unusually compelling and impressive history of the cultures, societies and polities of a mgjor
region of the world before the advent of formal colonial rule.""An immensely valuable introduction to the

pre-colonia history of West Africal...] which deservesto be widely earmarked as essential by the drafters of
reading lists." English historical review, 1999
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Although essentially a new book inits own right, Basil Davidson¢s survey of West Africa before the
European colonial annexations of the mid-nineteenth century takes asits starting point his earlier book, A
History of West Africa 1000-1800 (written in association with F.K. Buah and J.F.A. Ajayi), which was
originally published in 1965. That was written primarily for readersin West Africaitself, and proved
immensely popular, with salestotalling almost half amillion copies. Now, Basil Davidson has rewritten,
updated and expanded it, entirely reconceiving the eralier work specifically for readers outside Africa- to
whom the richness and variety of the societies of pre-colonial West Africaare likely to be almost wholly
unfamiliar.

Such readers could have no more clear or communicative a guide than Professor Davidson, who writes here
with his customary warmth and vigour. He surveys the development and history of the peoples and empires
of West Africafrom earliest times (though the detailed treatment begins, as before, ¢.1000 AD) through to
the mid-nineteenth century, when European colonia ambitions in Africa put atemporary end to the story.

West Africa, of course, isavast area, covering agreat range of climates and conditions (from the Saharato
the equatorial jungles of the south), and an equal range of peoples and cultures. It isnot asingle story that
Basil Davidson hasto tell, therefore, but many interlocking and overlapping stories. To that end, he provides
narrative accounts of the key empires and cultures of West Africa, but sets them in their broader general
context, asilluminated by the findings of both historians and anthropol ogists.

The text isrichly provided with maps throughout, and a number of halftones bear witness to the wealth and
sophistication of some of these societies.

Theresult isan impressive and vivid introduction to aregion, and atime, still strangely neglected by the
outer world. And yet it is a story than has wide resonances in that larger sphere - for West Africawas one of
the key centres of the Slave Trade, and alarge part of the populations of the African diasporain the USA, the
Caribbean and Latin America derive ultimately from the region. These are their roots, and thisis their
history. The many admirers of Basil Davidson¢s parallel volume on Modern Africa: A Socia and Political



History , also published by Longman (Third Edition, 1994) will not be disappointed.

BASIL DAVIDSON¢slong and varied career - as historian, author, journalist, broadcaster, and academic -
has been marked throughout by his fascination with, and dedicated service to, Africa, and her peoples and
history.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
WilmaHines:

The particular book West Africa before the Colonial Era: A History to 1850 will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. If you try to find new
book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book West Africa before the Colonial Era: A History to
1850 is much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Robert Warden:

This West Africa before the Colonial Era: A History to 1850 is completely new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information asit relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little digest in reading this West Africa
before the Colonia Era: A History to 1850 can be the light food in your case because the information inside
that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable
by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel
seepy even dizzy this guideisthe answer. So thereis not any in reading a reserve especially thisone. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So, don't miss the item! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and knowledge.

Ariane Gray:

Y ou can find this West Africa before the Colonial Era: A History to 1850 by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve chalengeif you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by e-book. In the modern eraincluding now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It
ismost important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let'stry to choose
suitable ways for you.

Zachary Connors:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the ideawhen
they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book West Africa before the Colonial Era: A
History to 1850 to make your own reading is interesting. Y our own skill of reading proficiency is developing



when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle
the idea about book and reading especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to open a book and
examine it. Beside that the guide West Africa before the Colonial Era: A History to 1850 can to be anewly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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