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This study clarifies the character of 'political economy' as a distinct and separable
intellectual discipline in the generic sense, in the texts of Adam Smith. It focuses
upon the scope and fundamental conceptualizations of the new science. Smith's
conceptualization of economic analysis is shown to constitute a unified
intellectual piece for understanding economic society and its dynamics. Smith's
fundamental economic language is exhaustively examined, in all his texts, with a
view to clarifying the meaning of the basic concepts of his system. As well, the
'prehistories' of those concepts, in literature prior to Smith, back to the earliest
times, are quite comprehensively treated, thereby placing his political economy
in its larger historical context and conveying a rich sense of the history of these
ideas over the whole course of our civilization.

A quite complete account of Smith's economics as a whole is also entailed by this
undertaking: his key substantive economic doctrines are thoroughly considered
as well, and all the elements of his economic theory receive attention. To that
extent, notwithstanding the focus on concepts, an interpretation of the substance
of Smith's political economy is also provided. This focus is partly motivated by
the view that Smith's intellectual triumph in the history of social science is not so
much about the success of specific doctrines. His more considerable theoretical
success is at a deeper level: gaining a wide and long-lasting acquiescence in the
conceptual universe framed by the fundamental structures of his system, for a
newly emerging discipline. Those who subsequently contested Smithian doctrine
did so within Smith's framework; they did so 'on his terms'. While the book's
primary purpose is to reconstruct the character of Smith's political economy as a
distinct intellectual enterprise, it also addresses its relevance to modern
economics, and to policy and practice in contemporary liberal society.
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This study clarifies the character of 'political economy' as a distinct and separable intellectual discipline in
the generic sense, in the texts of Adam Smith. It focuses upon the scope and fundamental conceptualizations
of the new science. Smith's conceptualization of economic analysis is shown to constitute a unified
intellectual piece for understanding economic society and its dynamics. Smith's fundamental economic
language is exhaustively examined, in all his texts, with a view to clarifying the meaning of the basic
concepts of his system. As well, the 'prehistories' of those concepts, in literature prior to Smith, back to the
earliest times, are quite comprehensively treated, thereby placing his political economy in its larger historical
context and conveying a rich sense of the history of these ideas over the whole course of our civilization.

A quite complete account of Smith's economics as a whole is also entailed by this undertaking: his key
substantive economic doctrines are thoroughly considered as well, and all the elements of his economic
theory receive attention. To that extent, notwithstanding the focus on concepts, an interpretation of the
substance of Smith's political economy is also provided. This focus is partly motivated by the view that
Smith's intellectual triumph in the history of social science is not so much about the success of specific
doctrines. His more considerable theoretical success is at a deeper level: gaining a wide and long-lasting
acquiescence in the conceptual universe framed by the fundamental structures of his system, for a newly
emerging discipline. Those who subsequently contested Smithian doctrine did so within Smith's framework;
they did so 'on his terms'. While the book's primary purpose is to reconstruct the character of Smith's political
economy as a distinct intellectual enterprise, it also addresses its relevance to modern economics, and to
policy and practice in contemporary liberal society.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Tony Aspromourgos is Professor of Economics at the University of Sydney and is the author of On the
Origins of Classical Economics: Distribution and Value from William Petty to Adam Smith, also published
by Routledge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

This book untitled The Science of Wealth: Adam Smith and the framing of political economy (Routledge
Studies in the History of Economics) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book
store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you
to past this reserve from your list.

Tina Olsen:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually The Science of Wealth: Adam Smith and the framing
of political economy (Routledge Studies in the History of Economics). This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Michael Rahn:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By book
The Science of Wealth: Adam Smith and the framing of political economy (Routledge Studies in the History
of Economics) we can have more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative
person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this book The Science of Wealth: Adam Smith and the framing of political economy
(Routledge Studies in the History of Economics). You can more attractive than now.



Stephanie Hopkins:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the The Science of Wealth: Adam Smith and the framing of political economy (Routledge Studies in the
History of Economics) when you required it?
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