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In the years following the announcement of the invention of photography in
1839, practitioners in France gave shape to this intriguing new medium through
experimental printing techniques and innovative compositions. The rich body of
work they developed proved foundational to the establishment of early
photography, from the introduction of the paper negative in the late 1840s to the
proliferation of more standardized equipment and photomechanical technology in
the 1860s.
 
The essays in this elegant volume investigate the early history of the medium
when the ambiguities inherent in the photograph were ardently debated. Focusing
on the French photographers who worked with paper negatives, especially the
key figures Édouard Baldus, Gustave Le Gray, Henri Le Secq, and Charles
Nègre, Real/Ideal explores photography’s status as either fine art or industrial
product (or both), its repertoire of subject matter, its ideological functions, and
even the ever-experimental photographic process itself.
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In the years following the announcement of the invention of photography in 1839, practitioners in France
gave shape to this intriguing new medium through experimental printing techniques and innovative
compositions. The rich body of work they developed proved foundational to the establishment of early
photography, from the introduction of the paper negative in the late 1840s to the proliferation of more
standardized equipment and photomechanical technology in the 1860s.
 
The essays in this elegant volume investigate the early history of the medium when the ambiguities inherent
in the photograph were ardently debated. Focusing on the French photographers who worked with paper
negatives, especially the key figures Édouard Baldus, Gustave Le Gray, Henri Le Secq, and Charles Nègre,
Real/Ideal explores photography’s status as either fine art or industrial product (or both), its repertoire of
subject matter, its ideological functions, and even the ever-experimental photographic process itself.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The quality of discovery inherent in early photography is on full display in Real/Ideal.”—New York Times
 

“Highly recommended.”—Choice
 

About the Author

Karen Hellman is assistant curator of photographs at the J. Paul Getty Museum.
 
Sylvie Aubenas is the director of the Department of Photographs and Prints at the Bibliothèque nationale de
France, Paris.
 
Sarah Freeman is associate conservator of paper conservation at the J. Paul Getty Museum.
 
Anne de Mondenard is curator at the Centre de recherché et de restauration des musées de France, Paris.
 
Karlyn Olvido is a former research assistant at the J. Paul Getty Museum.
 
Paul-Louis Roubert is assistant professor at Université Paris 8 and president of the Société française de la
photographie, Paris.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alfred Zoeller:

This Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France without we know teach the
one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Real/Ideal:
Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France can bring once you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France having good arrangement in word and also
layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.



William Coker:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Real/Ideal: Photography
in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Gwendolyn Smith:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France as the daily
resource information.

Katherine Velasquez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own free
time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the reserve
untitled Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France can be good book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.
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