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Never has the story of the difficult birth of the world's first democracy had more
to say to us than now. This masterful biography of Pericles, the first citizen of
Athens and its leader for over 20 years, skillfully weaves together the shifting
political interests, international tensions, and intellectual currents that guided his
remarkable career.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Democracy past and present is explored in this biography of Pericles, who governed Athens during the fifth
century B.C., associated with such philosophers and artisans as Sophocles, Aeschylus and Phidias, and
commissioned the Parthenon. Illustrated.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Kagan is well known for his four-volume history of the Peloponnesian War ( The Outbreak of the
Peloponnesian War , LJ 1/5/70; The Archidamian War , 1974; The Peace of Nicias and the Sicilian
Expedition , 1981; The Fall of the Athenian Empire , 1987, all Cornell Univ. Pr.). His latest work is the first
genuine biography of Pericles in English since A.R. Burn's Pericles and Athens (1949) and the most spirited
defense of the Athenian democracy since W.G. Forrest's The Emergence of Greek Democracy (1966). The
book is a lively and thoughtful chronicle of the years leading up to and into the great war between the
Athenians and Spartans. Pericles is cast as the tragic hero whose flaw is the very rationality with which he so
skillfully guided the Athenians and forged an empire. Contrary to the charges of both ancient and modern
critics, Kagan argues that the democracy was a rational, deliberate, and moderate regime, and Pericles is
portrayed as the consummate visionary political leader whose great mistake was to expect everyone to think
and behave as rationally as he did. This learned and passionate book is sure to cause controversy and is
recommended to both academic and public libraries.
- V. Bradley Lewis, Univ. of Notre Dame, Ind.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roxie Jenkins:

This Pericles of Athens and the Birth of Democracy book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get.
This particular Pericles of Athens and the Birth of Democracy without we know teach the one who studying
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Pericles of Athens and the Birth of
Democracy can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Pericles of Athens and the Birth of
Democracy having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Kenneth Porter:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/



holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Pericles of Athens and the Birth of Democracy can be
great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Michael Grammer:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Pericles of Athens and the
Birth of Democracy that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of
you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Pericles of Athens and the Birth of
Democracy become your current starter.

Mark Brainerd:

You can find this Pericles of Athens and the Birth of Democracy by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-
book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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