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Robert A. Dahl, one of the world’s most influential and respected political
scientists, has spent a lifetime exploring the institutions and practices of
democracy in such landmark books as Who Governs?, On Democracy, and How
Democratic Is the American Constitution?  Here, Dahl looks at the fundamental
issue of equality and how and why governments have fallen short of their
democratic ideals. 

At the center of the book is the question of whether the goal of political equality
is so far beyond our human limits that it should be abandoned in favor of more
attainable ends, or if there are ways to realistically address and reduce inequities.
Though complete equality is unattainable, Dahl argues that strides toward that
ideal are both desirable and feasible. He shows the remarkable shift in recent
centuries toward democracy and political equality the world over. He explores
the growth of democratic institutions, the expansion of citizenship, and the
various obstacles that stand in the way of gains in political equality. Dahl also
looks at the motives, particularly those of emotion and reason, that play such a
crucial role in the struggle for equality.  

In conclusion, Dahl assesses the contemporary political landscape in the United
States. He looks at the likelihood of political inequality increasing, and poses one
scenario in which Americans grow more unequal in their influence over their
government. The counter scenario foresees a cultural shift in which citizens,
rejecting what Dahl calls “competitive consumerism,” invest time and energy in
civic action and work to reduce the inequality that now exists among Americans.
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Robert A. Dahl, one of the world’s most influential and respected political scientists, has spent a lifetime
exploring the institutions and practices of democracy in such landmark books as Who Governs?, On
Democracy, and How Democratic Is the American Constitution?  Here, Dahl looks at the fundamental issue
of equality and how and why governments have fallen short of their democratic ideals. 

At the center of the book is the question of whether the goal of political equality is so far beyond our human
limits that it should be abandoned in favor of more attainable ends, or if there are ways to realistically
address and reduce inequities. Though complete equality is unattainable, Dahl argues that strides toward that
ideal are both desirable and feasible. He shows the remarkable shift in recent centuries toward democracy
and political equality the world over. He explores the growth of democratic institutions, the expansion of
citizenship, and the various obstacles that stand in the way of gains in political equality. Dahl also looks at
the motives, particularly those of emotion and reason, that play such a crucial role in the struggle for
equality.  

In conclusion, Dahl assesses the contemporary political landscape in the United States. He looks at the
likelihood of political inequality increasing, and poses one scenario in which Americans grow more unequal
in their influence over their government. The counter scenario foresees a cultural shift in which citizens,
rejecting what Dahl calls “competitive consumerism,” invest time and energy in civic action and work to
reduce the inequality that now exists among Americans.
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Editorial Review

Review
"'... mild mannered, careful and balanced, but in the end disturbing.' Stein Ringen, Times Literary
Supplement"

About the Author

Robert A. Dahl is Sterling Professor Emeritus of Political Science, Yale University. He lives in North
Haven, CT.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerald James:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this On Political Equality to read.

Zoe Harris:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take On Political Equality as your daily resource
information.

Adriana Cornell:

Often the book On Political Equality has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Herbert Gist:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition



native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book
On Political Equality we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative
person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life with this book On Political Equality. You can more appealing than now.
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