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The decline of religion and ever increasing influence of science pose acute
ethical issues for us all. Can we reject the literal truth of the Gospels yet still
retain a Christian morality? Can we defend any 'moral values' against the
constant encroachments of technology? Indeed, are we in danger of losing most
of the qualities which make us truly human? Here, drawing on a novelist's insight
into art, literature and abnormal psychology, Iris Murdoch conducts an ongoing
debate with major writers, thinkers and theologians—from Augustine to
Wittgenstein, Shakespeare to Sartre, Plato to Derrida—to provide fresh and
compelling answers to these crucial questions.
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The decline of religion and ever increasing influence of science pose acute ethical issues for us all. Can we
reject the literal truth of the Gospels yet still retain a Christian morality? Can we defend any 'moral values'
against the constant encroachments of technology? Indeed, are we in danger of losing most of the qualities
which make us truly human? Here, drawing on a novelist's insight into art, literature and abnormal
psychology, Iris Murdoch conducts an ongoing debate with major writers, thinkers and theologians—from
Augustine to Wittgenstein, Shakespeare to Sartre, Plato to Derrida—to provide fresh and compelling answers
to these crucial questions.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
British novelist-philosopher Murdoch's treatise on contemporary morality spans such topics as
Shakespearean tragedy, Martin Buber's philosophy and the nature of the imagination.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This book is about the interplay of metaphysical images in art, religon, and especially morals. Morality is
fundamental to human nature and is to be understood, according to distinguished novelist and philosophy
professor Murdoch, not merely in piecemeal analysis but in the broad synthesis of metaphysical categories
that set the order and pattern of our moral experience and our concepts thereof. Moral discernment comes
from concentrated attention and appears ex nihilo , as by a kind of grace that leads us from contingent detail
toward a perfection that we (allegedly) know intuitively. The work draws significant influence from Plato
and Kant and also discusses aspects of Schopenhauer, Wittgenstein, and Buber in detail. Far-ranging and rich
with well-chosen examples, this insightful book challenges us to think more clearly about its subject.
- Robert Hoffman, York Coll., CUNY
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Iris Murdoch has written a book which concerns all of us as human beings … There are pages here that one
wants to embrace her for, pages that say things of fundamental human importance in a way that they have
never quite been said before"
—Noel Malcolm in the Sunday Telegraph

"This is philosophy dragged from the cloister, dusted down and made freshly relevant to suffering and
egoism, death and religious ecstasy … and how we feel compasison for others"
—Terry Eagleton in the Guardian

"Gripping … it enchants with a clause that sets you daydreaming, captivates with a stream of thought,
empowers with reminiscences"
—Ian Hacking in the London Review of Books

"Anyone who has even the slightest interest in philosophical matters will find Metaphysics as a Guide to
Morals an utterly absorbing book"
—The Wall Street Journal

"Remarkable … Iris Murdoch has once again put us all in her debt."
—Alasdair MacIntyre in The New York Times Book Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Christopher Hairston:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals
(Penguin Philosophy) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can
know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited
book with you?

Robin Gilbertson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin
Philosophy) as the daily resource information.

Victor Loy:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or maybe
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the information about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Metaphysics as a
Guide to Morals (Penguin Philosophy).

Florence Ross:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin
Philosophy) or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially.
Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes Metaphysics as a Guide to Morals (Penguin Philosophy) to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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