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For Dante and other people in the Middle Ages, numbers had a different set of
connotations than they do for moderns. The symbolism of numbers was both
widespread and profoundly ingrained in the culture. In this classic study, a noted
scholar reveals “how deeply rooted in medieval thought was the consciousness of
numbers, not as mathematical tools, nor yet as the counters in a game, but as
fundamental realities, alive with memories and eloquent with meaning.”
For example, the number three — linked to the Trinity — was of special
significance, and “endowed every repetition of the number three with a richness
of meaning which can be but dimly grasped by the modern reader.” Numbers
derived from constellations, planets, stellar revolutions, and other astronomical
phenomena were also thought to have divine associations. These and many other
aspects of the topic are illuminated here. In the first three chapters, the author
examines the three main sources of number symbolism; basic, elementary
symbols derived from man’s struggles to count and identify such natural
groupings as fingers and toes; the ancient Babylonian science of astrology; and
Pythagorean number theory, which fixed the relationship of the numbers to one
another. The fourth and fifth chapters deal with the Gnostics’ elaborate
combination of these elements, and the adoption and elaboration of number
philosophy by the early Church Fathers. The last two sections examine medieval
number philosophy and Dante’s use of number symbolism, particularly in The
Divine Comedy.
Of special interest to medievalists, numerologists, and students of literature, this
volume will also fascinate anyone interested in symbology or cultural aspects of
the Middle Ages.
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For Dante and other people in the Middle Ages, numbers had a different set of connotations than they do for
moderns. The symbolism of numbers was both widespread and profoundly ingrained in the culture. In this
classic study, a noted scholar reveals “how deeply rooted in medieval thought was the consciousness of
numbers, not as mathematical tools, nor yet as the counters in a game, but as fundamental realities, alive with
memories and eloquent with meaning.”
For example, the number three — linked to the Trinity — was of special significance, and “endowed every
repetition of the number three with a richness of meaning which can be but dimly grasped by the modern
reader.” Numbers derived from constellations, planets, stellar revolutions, and other astronomical
phenomena were also thought to have divine associations. These and many other aspects of the topic are
illuminated here. In the first three chapters, the author examines the three main sources of number
symbolism; basic, elementary symbols derived from man’s struggles to count and identify such natural
groupings as fingers and toes; the ancient Babylonian science of astrology; and Pythagorean number theory,
which fixed the relationship of the numbers to one another. The fourth and fifth chapters deal with the
Gnostics’ elaborate combination of these elements, and the adoption and elaboration of number philosophy
by the early Church Fathers. The last two sections examine medieval number philosophy and Dante’s use of
number symbolism, particularly in The Divine Comedy.
Of special interest to medievalists, numerologists, and students of literature, this volume will also fascinate
anyone interested in symbology or cultural aspects of the Middle Ages.

Medieval Number Symbolism: Its Sources, Meaning, and Influence on Thought and Expression
(Dover Occult) By Vincent Foster Hopper Bibliography

Sales Rank: #806163 in Books●

Published on: 2011-11-17●

Released on: 2011-10-20●

Original language: English●

Number of items: 1●

Dimensions: 8.40" h x .51" w x 5.36" l, .62 pounds●

Binding: Paperback●

272 pages●

 Download Medieval Number Symbolism: Its Sources, Meaning, a ...pdf

 Read Online Medieval Number Symbolism: Its Sources, Meaning, ...pdf

http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0486414302
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0486414302
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0486414302
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0486414302
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0486414302
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0486414302
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0486414302
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0486414302




Download and Read Free Online Medieval Number Symbolism: Its Sources, Meaning, and Influence
on Thought and Expression (Dover Occult) By Vincent Foster Hopper

Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Howard:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Medieval
Number Symbolism: Its Sources, Meaning, and Influence on Thought and Expression (Dover Occult) book
as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Richard Linneman:

The knowledge that you get from Medieval Number Symbolism: Its Sources, Meaning, and Influence on
Thought and Expression (Dover Occult) is a more deep you rooting the information that hide within the
words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but
Medieval Number Symbolism: Its Sources, Meaning, and Influence on Thought and Expression (Dover
Occult) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Medieval Number
Symbolism: Its Sources, Meaning, and Influence on Thought and Expression (Dover Occult) instantly.

Tonya Deschamps:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Medieval Number Symbolism: Its Sources,
Meaning, and Influence on Thought and Expression (Dover Occult), you could enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Mary Gonzalez:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a



half parts of the book. You can choose the book Medieval Number Symbolism: Its Sources, Meaning, and
Influence on Thought and Expression (Dover Occult) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your
own skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Medieval Number Symbolism:
Its Sources, Meaning, and Influence on Thought and Expression (Dover Occult) can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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