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The so-called first war of the twenty-first century actually began more than 2,300
years ago when Alexander the Great led his army into what is now a sprawling
ruin in northern Afghanistan. Frank L. Holt vividly recounts Alexander's
invasion of ancient Bactria, situating in a broader historical perspective
Americaswar in Afghanistan.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Explicitly echoing Afghanistan's tragic recent history, Holt explores the difficulties Alexander the Great
encountered when he marched into the country, whose ancient name was Bactria. Like subsequent British,
Russian, and, now, American and alied armies, the Macedonian wunderking discovered in 329 B.C.E. that
invading was easier than conquering. Not persuaded by Alexander's apologists both ancient and modern,
Holt narrates the campaign as an unredeeming exercise in pillage and massacre, with the twist that the
Bactrians gave as good as they got: Alexander's armies received more damage invading Bactriathan in
overthrowing the Persian Empire. Alexander attempted to gain the upper hand through policies alternating
scorched-earth campaigns with diplomacy, but the Bactrians would renege, revolt, or retreat to the mountains
with frustrating regularity. Sound uncannily familiar? Holt's striking parallels between the warlords
Alexander pursued and their modern Afghan avatars result in that rarity of history books: one immediately
practical to current-day events. Surely, the journalists, humanitarian workers, and officials rotating into
Afghanistan today would profit from Holt's insights. Gilbert Taylor
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Review

“Frank Holt...narrates [Alexander's] struggle in clear prose that makes this ancient campaign come alive and
gives greater appreciation for the challenges that confront all counterinsurgents in Afghanistan—including
the U.S. troops still fighting there more than a decade after 9/11.”

(Wall Sreet Journal 2013-01-25)

From the Inside Flap

"Into the Land of Bonesisthe fullest narrative of Alexander's campaignsin Afghanistan available in English.
It isinformed by a comprehensive knowledge of the ancient sources, geography, and archaeology of
Afghanistan. The work uses the history of Alexander to raise provocative questions about current affairs. Its
long-term value, however, liesin its detailed and masterly account of Alexander's Bactrian campaignsin
light of the history and geography of Afghanistan. Thisis one of the most important works on Alexander to
appear in the last ten years."—Stanley Burstein, author of Outpost of Hellenism: The Emergence of Heraclea
on the Black Sea

“The terrain, climate, and volatile socio-political milieu of Afghanistan have always been alogistical
nightmare for invaders. Holt's vivid evocation of Alexander the Great's grueling, brutal, inconclusive war,
and the telling parallels he draws with British, Soviet, and U.S. attempts to bludgeon the region into
submission, make for grim reading.”—Amelie Kuhrt, author of The Ancient Near East, ¢.3000-330 BC

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Randy North:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or details even knowledge to
make al of them keep up with the era which can be aways change and advance. Some of you maybe can


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great
in Afghanistan is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Nor man Brown:

The ability that you get from Into the Land of Bones. Alexander the Great in Afghanistan could be the more
deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great in
Afghanistan giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this e-book iswell-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go aong, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that Into the Land of
Bones: Alexander the Great in Afghanistan instantly.

Colleen Nguyen:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage
for you. All those possihilities will not happen within you if you take Into the Land of Bones. Alexander the
Great in Afghanistan as the daily resource information.

David Auman:

On this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust smple strategy to have that. What you haveto doisjust
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. Among the booksin the top
checklist in your reading list is usually Into the Land of Bones: Alexander the Great in Afghanistan. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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