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Culture, Class, and Critical Theory develops a theory of culture that explains
how ideas create and legitimate class inequalities in modern society. This theory
is developed through a critique and comparison of the powerful ideas on culture
offered by Pierre Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School thinkers, especially Theodor
Adorno. These ideas are illuminated and criticized through the development of
two empirical cases on which Gartman has published extensively, automobile
design and architecture.

Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School postulate opposite theories of the cultural
legitimation of class inequalities. Bourdieu argues that the culture of modern
society is a class culture, a ranked diversity of beliefs and tastes corresponding to
different classes. The cultural beliefs and practices of the dominant class are
arbitrarily defined as superior, thus legitimating its greater share of social
resources. By contrast, the thinkers of the Frankfurt School conceive of modern
culture as a mass culture, a leveled homogeneity in which the ideas and tastes
shared by all classes disguises real class inequalities. This creates the illusion of
an egalitarian democracy that prevents inequalities from being contested.

Through an empirical assessment of the theories against the cases, Gartman
reveals that both are correct, but for different parts of modern culture. These parts
combine to provide a strong legitimation of class inequalities.
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Culture, Class, and Critical Theory develops a theory of culture that explains how ideas create and
legitimate class inequalities in modern society. This theory is developed through a critique and comparison
of the powerful ideas on culture offered by Pierre Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School thinkers, especially
Theodor Adorno. These ideas are illuminated and criticized through the development of two empirical cases
on which Gartman has published extensively, automobile design and architecture.

Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School postulate opposite theories of the cultural legitimation of class
inequalities. Bourdieu argues that the culture of modern society is a class culture, a ranked diversity of
beliefs and tastes corresponding to different classes. The cultural beliefs and practices of the dominant class
are arbitrarily defined as superior, thus legitimating its greater share of social resources. By contrast, the
thinkers of the Frankfurt School conceive of modern culture as a mass culture, a leveled homogeneity in
which the ideas and tastes shared by all classes disguises real class inequalities. This creates the illusion of an
egalitarian democracy that prevents inequalities from being contested.

Through an empirical assessment of the theories against the cases, Gartman reveals that both are correct, but
for different parts of modern culture. These parts combine to provide a strong legitimation of class
inequalities.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David Gartman is Professor of Sociology at the University of South Alabama.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Chambers:

This Culture, Class, and Critical Theory: Between Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School (Routledge Studies in
Social and Political Thought) are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The
key reason why of this Culture, Class, and Critical Theory: Between Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School
(Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) can be one of the great books you must have is actually
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock
your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Culture, Class, and Critical Theory: Between
Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) forcing you to have
an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Anna Yates:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Culture, Class, and Critical
Theory: Between Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought),
you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Mary Christensen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Culture, Class, and Critical Theory:
Between Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) publication
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone
who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still skepticism Culture, Class, and Critical Theory: Between Bourdieu and the
Frankfurt School (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) as good book not merely by the cover
but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.



Janice Hayes:

This Culture, Class, and Critical Theory: Between Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School (Routledge Studies in
Social and Political Thought) is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences
but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Culture, Class, and Critical
Theory: Between Bourdieu and the Frankfurt School (Routledge Studies in Social and Political Thought) in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that will?
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