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Annie John is a haunting and provocative story of a young girl growing up on the
island of Antigua. A classic coming-of-age story in the tradition of The Catcher
in the Rye and A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Kincaid's novel focuses
on a universal, tragic, and often comic theme: the loss of childhood. Annie's
voice?urgent, demanding to be heard?is one that will not soon be forgotten by
readers.

An adored only child, Annie has until recently lived an idyllic life. She is
inseparable from her beautiful mother, a powerful presence, who is the very
center of the little girl's existence. Loved and cherished, Annie grows and thrives
within her mother's benign shadow. Looking back on her childhood, she reflects,
"It was in such a paradise that I lived." When she turns twelve, however, Annie's
life changes, in ways that are often mysterious to her. She begins to question the
cultural assumptions of her island world; at school she instinctively rebels against
authority; and most frighteningly, her mother, seeing Annie as a "young lady,"
ceases to be the source of unconditional adoration and takes on the new and
unfamiliar guise of adversary. At the end of her school years, Annie decides to
leave Antigua and her family, but not without a measure of sorrow, especially for
the mother she once knew and never ceases to mourn. "For I could not be sure,"
she reflects, "whether for the rest of my life I would be able to tell when it was
really my mother and when it was really her shadow standing between me and
the rest of the world."
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Annie John is a haunting and provocative story of a young girl growing up on the island of Antigua. A
classic coming-of-age story in the tradition of The Catcher in the Rye and A Portrait of the Artist as a Young
Man, Kincaid's novel focuses on a universal, tragic, and often comic theme: the loss of childhood. Annie's
voice?urgent, demanding to be heard?is one that will not soon be forgotten by readers.

An adored only child, Annie has until recently lived an idyllic life. She is inseparable from her beautiful
mother, a powerful presence, who is the very center of the little girl's existence. Loved and cherished, Annie
grows and thrives within her mother's benign shadow. Looking back on her childhood, she reflects, "It was in
such a paradise that I lived." When she turns twelve, however, Annie's life changes, in ways that are often
mysterious to her. She begins to question the cultural assumptions of her island world; at school she
instinctively rebels against authority; and most frighteningly, her mother, seeing Annie as a "young lady,"
ceases to be the source of unconditional adoration and takes on the new and unfamiliar guise of adversary. At
the end of her school years, Annie decides to leave Antigua and her family, but not without a measure of
sorrow, especially for the mother she once knew and never ceases to mourn. "For I could not be sure," she
reflects, "whether for the rest of my life I would be able to tell when it was really my mother and when it was
really her shadow standing between me and the rest of the world."
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Jamaica Kincaid beautifully delineates hatred and fear, because she knows they are often a step away from
love and obsession. At the start of Annie John, her 10-year-old heroine is engulfed in family happiness and
safety. Though Annie loves her father, she is all eyes for her mother. When she is almost 12, however, the
idyll ends and she falls into deep disfavor. This inexplicable loss mars both lives, as each grows adept at
public falsity and silent betrayal. The pattern is set, and extended: "And now I started a new series of
betrayals of people and things I would have sworn only minutes before to die for." In front of Annie's father
and the world, "We were politeness and kindness and love and laughter." Alone they are linked in loathing.
Annie tries to imagine herself as someone in a book--an orphan or a girl with a wicked stepmother. The
trouble is, she finds, those characters' lives always end happily. Luckily for us, though not perhaps for her
alter ego, Kincaid is too truthful a writer to provide such a finale.

Review

“So touching and familiar it could be happening to any of us . . . and that's exactly the book's strength, its
wisdom, its truth.” ?The New York Times Book Review

“So neon-bright that the traditional story of a young girl's passage into adolescence takes on a shimmering
strangeness.” ?Elaine Kendall, The Los Angeles Times

About the Author

Jamaica Kincaid's books include At the Bottom of the River, Annie John, A Small Place, Lucy, The
Autobiography of My Mother, My Brother, and, most recently, Mr. Potter. She lives in Vermont.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Keisha Kent:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Annie John:
A Novel. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Charles Denzer:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking



seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Annie John: A Novel as your daily resource information.

Josette Leonard:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Annie John: A
Novel suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled
Annie John: A Novelis a single of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever
know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Lawrence Fox:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Annie
John: A Novel, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge
can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Download and Read Online Annie John: A Novel By Jamaica
Kincaid #W567QIV3YHK



Read Annie John: A Novel By Jamaica Kincaid for online ebook

Annie John: A Novel By Jamaica Kincaid Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to
read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to
read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read Annie John: A
Novel By Jamaica Kincaid books to read online.

Online Annie John: A Novel By Jamaica Kincaid ebook PDF download

Annie John: A Novel By Jamaica Kincaid Doc

Annie John: A Novel By Jamaica Kincaid Mobipocket

Annie John: A Novel By Jamaica Kincaid EPub

W567QIV3YHK: Annie John: A Novel By Jamaica Kincaid


