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The World’s Cities offers instructors and students in higher education an
accessible introduction to the three major perspectives influencing city-regions
worldwide: City-Regions in a World System; Nested City-Regions; and The
City-Region as the Engine of Economic Activity/Growth.

The book provides students with helpful essays on each perspective, case studies
to illustrate each major viewpoint, and discussion questions following each
reading. The World’s Cities concludes with an original essay by the editor that
helps students understand how an analysis incorporating a combination of
theoretical perspectives and factors can provide a richer appreciation of the
world’s city dynamics.
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The World’s Cities offers instructors and students in higher education an accessible introduction to the three
major perspectives influencing city-regions worldwide: City-Regions in a World System; Nested City-
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The book provides students with helpful essays on each perspective, case studies to illustrate each major
viewpoint, and discussion questions following each reading. The World’s Cities concludes with an original
essay by the editor that helps students understand how an analysis incorporating a combination of theoretical
perspectives and factors can provide a richer appreciation of the world’s city dynamics.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book does a great job of including three major, but usually separate, perspectives on urban studies.
Leading authors are represented, such as Abu-Lughod, Friedmann, Hill, Sassen, Scott and Storper, and
Short…. For undergraduate courses, the global view provided by the book is more important. Chapters on
Asia and North America in all three parts, chapters on Mexico City, Johannesburg, and Dubai representing
Latin America, Africa, and Middle East, respectively, and chapters on Europe primarily in Part III, are nicely
balanced. " –Ed Malecki, Geography, Ohio State University

"The World’s Cities goes where other readers have not ventured. The variety of theoretical perspectives and
cases is truly impressive. The book offers an enticing invitation to a dialogue about cities and regions across
the world." –Michael Indergaard, Sociology and Anthropology, St. John’s University

"This book provides a valuable framework and exemplars for understanding and analyzing the
transformation of the world’s major cities in the era of globalization."–Michael Timberlake, Sociology,
University of Utah

This is the volume for which the teachers of global cities courses have long been waiting. Jacobs mixes
classic articles and theoretical perspectives with interesting case studies of Tokyo, Shanghai, Jakarta,
London, Mexico City, New York, Toronto, and more--material to which students can actually relate. Jacobs
has produced a most usable volume for the classroom!--Myron A. Levine, Urban Affairs, Wright State
University

Cities no longer only serve and thrive locally and operate in highly complex regional and global
environments. The World’s Cities is a compilation of contributions to three major schools of thought on how
cities interact within their contexts, and what constitutes these contexts. Students and scholars of cities will
find this book a great resource.--Mahyar Arefi, Planning, University of Cincinnati

"Making sense of a large, disparate, rapidly expanding literature, Jacobs provides an indispensable aid for
students struggling to understand cities in economic globalization. Careful choice of key readings provides
both critical introduction to the subject and insights into on-going debates."?Peter Taylor, Built and Natural
Environment, Northumbria University

About the Author

A. J. Jacobs is an Associate Professor and the Director of Graduate Studies in East Carolina University’s
Department of Sociology. He was an Assistant Professor in the University of Cincinnati’s School of
Planning, a Visiting Associate Professor in Hosei University’s Faculty of Business (in Tokyo, Japan), and a
Visiting Assistant Professor in Michigan State University’s Urban Planning Program. He received his Ph.D.
in Sociology–Urban Studies from Michigan State University and his Master’s in Regional Planning from the
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Henry Robinson:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by means
of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The World's Cities:
Contrasting Regional, National, and Global Perspectives (The Metropolis and Modern Life) book as starter
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Michele Anderson:

The experience that you get from The World's Cities: Contrasting Regional, National, and Global
Perspectives (The Metropolis and Modern Life) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
understand but The World's Cities: Contrasting Regional, National, and Global Perspectives (The Metropolis
and Modern Life) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having this kind of The World's Cities: Contrasting Regional, National, and Global Perspectives (The
Metropolis and Modern Life) instantly.

Tamela Campbell:

This book untitled The World's Cities: Contrasting Regional, National, and Global Perspectives (The
Metropolis and Modern Life) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because when you
read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily
to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this
reserve from your list.

Della Francis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The World's Cities: Contrasting
Regional, National, and Global Perspectives (The Metropolis and Modern Life) publication written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still skepticism The World's Cities: Contrasting Regional, National, and
Global Perspectives (The Metropolis and Modern Life) as good book not simply by the cover but also
through the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still



needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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