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On January 30, 1968 approximately 84,000 North Vietnamese Army and
National Liberation Front forces launched nearly simultaneous attacks against
over 100 cities and military installations in South Vietnam. The well-coordinated
urban attacks came during the most sacred of Vietnamese holidays and caught
American commanders by surprise. The results of the Tet Offensive were
monumental, tens of thousands were killed and many more wounded. But its
importance goes far beyond its military outcome to the powerful political,
psychological, and economic impact in the United States.

In this new work, historian David F. Schmitz analyzes what is arguably the most
important event in the history of the Vietnam conflict. Schmitz situates the Tet
Offensive in the context of American foreign policy and the state of the war up to
1968 while carefully considering the impact of the media on American public
opinion. Through his up-to-date analysis of recently available sources, Schmitz
works to dispel myths and clarify the central debates surrounding this pivotal
event that brought an end to American escalation of the war and led to LBJ's
decision to withdraw from the presidential race.
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In this new work, historian David F. Schmitz analyzes what is arguably the most important event in the
history of the Vietnam conflict. Schmitz situates the Tet Offensive in the context of American foreign policy
and the state of the war up to 1968 while carefully considering the impact of the media on American public
opinion. Through his up-to-date analysis of recently available sources, Schmitz works to dispel myths and
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war and led to LBJ's decision to withdraw from the presidential race.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Tet Offensive is a lucid and authoritative reexamination of a key moment in the Vietnam War. Schmitz is
an intelligent and discerning historian, and he shows it in this excellent brief introduction to the subject.
(Fredrik Logevall, Cornell University; author of Choosing War: The Lost Chance for Peace and the
Escalation of War in Vietnam)

The Tet Offensive is essential reading for scholars and students of the Vietnam War as well as general readers
interested in one of the key turning points in post-1945 American history. Writing with remarkable economy
and clarity, David F. Schmitz persuasively argues for a new understanding of U.S. decision-making during
the critical early months of 1968. In the process, he dismantles the old and pernicious notion that the
American media turned a military victory for the United States into a defeat by convincing the U.S. public
that the war was unwinnable. This book will surely stand for years to come as the most authoritative brief
account of American responses to the Tet Offensive. (Mark A. Lawrence, University of Texas at Austin;
author of The Vietnam War: A Concise International History)

Schmitz offers a concise, convincing portrayal of the Tet Offensive's crucial significance in the history of the
Vietnam War. . . . Highly recommended. (H. Shapiro, University of Cincinnati CHOICE)

David F. Schmitz has produced a compact and readable history of what is arguably the most important
chapter in the American war in Vietnam. (Erik B. Villard, U.S. Center of Military History)

David Schmitz has provided a sound, compact, and fast-paced account of the critical phase of the Vietnam
War, nicely blending military, political, diplomatic, and economic developments. This book should prove
appealing to students and general readers alike. (Robert J. McMahon, The Ohio State University)

About the Author
David F. Schmitz is Robert Allen Skotheim Chair of History at Whitman College. He is the author of Henry
L. Stimson: The First Wise Man, Thank God They're On Our Side: The United States and Right-Wing
Dictatorships, 1921–1965, and The United States and Fascist Italy, 1922–1940.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dianne Tripp:

This The Tet Offensive: Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Vietnam: America in the War Years) are usually
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Tet
Offensive: Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Vietnam: America in the War Years) can be one of the great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you
actually with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
The Tet Offensive: Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Vietnam: America in the War Years) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all



know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Camille Wolfe:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Tet Offensive:
Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Vietnam: America in the War Years) that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the way for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The Tet
Offensive: Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Vietnam: America in the War Years) become your current
starter.

Eugene Ruano:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be examine. The Tet Offensive: Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Vietnam: America in
the War Years) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Rose Rafferty:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Tet Offensive: Politics, War, and Public
Opinion (Vietnam: America in the War Years) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website.
As we know that book The Tet Offensive: Politics, War, and Public Opinion (Vietnam: America in the War
Years) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading in which.
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