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This ambitious study presents Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) as the most
outstanding and influential thinker of modernity--and examines the question of
whether he was the "first secular Jew." A number-one bestseller in Israel,
Spinoza and Other Heretics is made up of two volumes--The Marrano of Reason
and The Adventures of Immanence. Yirmiyahu Yovel shows how Spinoza
grounded a philosophical revolution in a radically new principle--the philosophy
of immanence, or the idea that this world is all there is--and how he thereby
anticipated secularization, the Enlightenment, the disintegration of ghetto life,
and the rise of natural science and the liberal-democratic state.

The Marrano of Reason

The Marrano of Reason finds the origins of the idea of immanence in the culture
of Spinoza's Marrano ancestors, Jews in Spain and Portugal who had been
forcibly converted to Christianity. Yovel uses their fascinating story to show how
the crypto-Jewish life they maintained in the face of the Inquisition mixed
Judaism and Christianity in ways that undermined both religions and led to
rational skepticism and secularism. He identifies Marrano patterns that recur in
Spinoza in a secularized context: a "this-worldly" disposition, a split religious
identity, an opposition between inner and outer life, a quest for salvation outside
official doctrines, and a gift for dual language and equivocation. This same
background explains the drama of the young Spinoza's excommunication from
the Jewish community in his native Amsterdam. Convention portrays the
Amsterdam Jews as narrow-minded and fanatical, but in Yovel's vivid account
they emerge as highly civilized former Marranos with cosmopolitan leanings,
struggling to renew their Jewish identity and to build a "new Jerusalem" in the
Netherlands.
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This ambitious study presents Baruch Spinoza (1632-1677) as the most outstanding and influential thinker of
modernity--and examines the question of whether he was the "first secular Jew." A number-one bestseller in
Israel, Spinoza and Other Heretics is made up of two volumes--The Marrano of Reason and The Adventures
of Immanence. Yirmiyahu Yovel shows how Spinoza grounded a philosophical revolution in a radically new
principle--the philosophy of immanence, or the idea that this world is all there is--and how he thereby
anticipated secularization, the Enlightenment, the disintegration of ghetto life, and the rise of natural science
and the liberal-democratic state.

The Marrano of Reason

The Marrano of Reason finds the origins of the idea of immanence in the culture of Spinoza's Marrano
ancestors, Jews in Spain and Portugal who had been forcibly converted to Christianity. Yovel uses their
fascinating story to show how the crypto-Jewish life they maintained in the face of the Inquisition mixed
Judaism and Christianity in ways that undermined both religions and led to rational skepticism and
secularism. He identifies Marrano patterns that recur in Spinoza in a secularized context: a "this-worldly"
disposition, a split religious identity, an opposition between inner and outer life, a quest for salvation outside
official doctrines, and a gift for dual language and equivocation. This same background explains the drama
of the young Spinoza's excommunication from the Jewish community in his native Amsterdam. Convention
portrays the Amsterdam Jews as narrow-minded and fanatical, but in Yovel's vivid account they emerge as
highly civilized former Marranos with cosmopolitan leanings, struggling to renew their Jewish identity and
to build a "new Jerusalem" in the Netherlands.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
This book identifies the origins of the idea if immanence in the undercurrents of the Marrano culture, the
group from which Spinoza sprang. Marranos were former Jews in Spain and Portugal who had been forcibly
converted to Christianity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

This Spinoza and Other Heretics. Vol. 1 are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Spinoza and Other Heretics. Vol. 1 can be one of several great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Spinoza and
Other Heretics. Vol. 1 giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Dale Winsett:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Spinoza and Other Heretics. Vol. 1, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Pedro Turk:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a guide. The book Spinoza and Other Heretics. Vol. 1 it is very good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from
a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.



Margaret Holt:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From
the book Spinoza and Other Heretics. Vol. 1 we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be
creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Spinoza and Other
Heretics. Vol. 1. You can more inviting than now.
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