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Piano Lessons with Claudio Arrau provides an insider's view of the art of piano
performance as exemplified by one of the great artists of the twentieth century.
Chilean pianist Claudio Arrau devoted his life to the piano and its music. As a
child prodigy, he gained national recognition from government officials in Chile,
including President Pedro Montt, who funded Arrau's education in Germany.
Arrau studied in Berlin with Martin Krause, a pupil of Franz Liszt, and later
immigrated to New York City where he taught and mentored a sizeable group of
pupils while at the same time managing an international performing career.
Arrau's profound musical insight and unique style of teaching inspired his pupils
and motivated them to teach his principles to the next generation of students.

This in-depth study of Arrau's principles and philosophy of technique and
performance draws on information from published interviews with Arrau, from
numerous interviews with Arrau's pupils, and from the author's experience in
studying piano with two of them. Transcripts of actual lessons given by Arrau
and preserved on tape present in his own words a detailed account of his
technical and interpretive ideas about five major works of the piano repertory.
References to over one hundred examples from Arrau's filmed recordings enable
readers to observe the elements of Arrau's famed technique in action.
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Piano Lessons with Claudio Arrau provides an insider's view of the art of piano performance as exemplified
by one of the great artists of the twentieth century. Chilean pianist Claudio Arrau devoted his life to the
piano and its music. As a child prodigy, he gained national recognition from government officials in Chile,
including President Pedro Montt, who funded Arrau's education in Germany. Arrau studied in Berlin with
Martin Krause, a pupil of Franz Liszt, and later immigrated to New York City where he taught and mentored
a sizeable group of pupils while at the same time managing an international performing career. Arrau's
profound musical insight and unique style of teaching inspired his pupils and motivated them to teach his
principles to the next generation of students.

This in-depth study of Arrau's principles and philosophy of technique and performance draws on information
from published interviews with Arrau, from numerous interviews with Arrau's pupils, and from the author's
experience in studying piano with two of them. Transcripts of actual lessons given by Arrau and preserved
on tape present in his own words a detailed account of his technical and interpretive ideas about five major
works of the piano repertory. References to over one hundred examples from Arrau's filmed recordings
enable readers to observe the elements of Arrau's famed technique in action.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The impact of the teaching of Claudio Arrau (1903-1991), one of the most admired pianists of the twentieth
century, is documented in this monograph." --The Beethoven Journal

"This engaging book is of indispensable importance to students and professionals. It clarifies the
development of the physical approach to the keyboard and the musical demands imposed by the evolution of
the instrument. Using countless valuable references and details never before seen in one publication, Victoria
von Arx documents Claudio Arrau's teachings and his use of the body in a natural way without ever losing
musical depth." Maestro Germán Diez

"In this well-researched and important book, Victoria von Arx illustrates the teaching legacy of Claudio
Arrau, capturing the great inspiration as well as the precise technical instruction communicated by this giant
of the piano." Ena Bronstein Barton, Westminster College of the Arts, Rider University

"...[A] much-deserved, revealing tribute." --Internationa Piano

About the Author

Victoria von Arx is a currently a member of the music faculty at the University at Albany and an active
performer of piano and chamber music. She has written articles appearing in the Journal of the Society for
American Music, the International Dictionary of Black Composers, and the RiD'im Newsletter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amy Medina:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Piano Lessons with
Claudio Arrau: A Guide to His Philosophy and Techniques? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?



David Conte:

The knowledge that you get from Piano Lessons with Claudio Arrau: A Guide to His Philosophy and
Techniques is a more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Piano Lessons with Claudio Arrau: A Guide to
His Philosophy and Techniques giving you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having that Piano Lessons with Claudio Arrau: A Guide to His Philosophy and Techniques instantly.

Andre Todd:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Piano Lessons with Claudio
Arrau: A Guide to His Philosophy and Techniques which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's see.

Patricia Howard:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Piano Lessons with Claudio Arrau: A Guide to His
Philosophy and Techniques to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy
to study it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the book Piano Lessons with Claudio Arrau: A Guide to His
Philosophy and Techniques can to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of the time.
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