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Most Africans live in rural areas and derive their incomes from farming; but
because African governments follow policies that are adverse to most farmers'
interests, these countries fail to produce enough food to feed their populations.
Markets and States in Tropical Africa analyzes these and other paradoxical
features of development in modern Africa and explores how governments have
intervened and diverted resources from farmers to other sectors of society. A
classic of the field since its publication in 1981, this edition includes a new
preface by the author.
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Most Africans live in rural areas and derive their incomes from farming; but because African governments
follow policies that are adverse to most farmers' interests, these countries fail to produce enough food to feed
their populations. Markets and States in Tropical Africa analyzes these and other paradoxical features of
development in modern Africa and explores how governments have intervened and diverted resources from
farmers to other sectors of society. A classic of the field since its publication in 1981, this edition includes a
new preface by the author.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Robert Bates's book manages the difficult task of speaking to the specialist and non-specialist alike. It
explains the historical, political, and economic roots of Africa's challenges. Best of all, it gives context to
why easy prescriptions haven't worked in the past, and some hope for what might work in the future." - Ray
Suarez, Senior Correspondent, The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer"

From the Inside Flap

“Interested and well-meaning people in the United States wonder, ‘What’s the matter with Africa?’ Robert
Bates’s book manages the difficult task of speaking to the specialist and non-specialist alike. It explains the
historical, political, and economic roots of Africa’s challenges. Best of all, it gives context to why easy
prescriptions haven’t worked in the past, and some hope for what might work in the future.”—Ray Suarez,
Senior Correspondent, The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer

“Ever since its original publication in 1981, this elegant study has been a clarion call for agrarian reform
predicated on market incentives. Bates's perspective transcends the lingering ideological nostrums that still
impede progress toward the construction of modern economies in Africa. Based largely on his personal
empirical research, this lasting work continues to guide the quest for realistic approaches to the problem of
poverty in Africa and other agrarian regions of the world.”—Richard L. Sklar, author of African Politics in
Postimperial Times

PRAISE FOR THE FIRST EDITION:

"[An] analysis of how public policy has fostered Africa's agricultural decline.... [The] description of how that
policy has worked—the interests and mechanisms discriminating against the rural sector—is
incomparable."—Foreign Affairs

About the Author

Robert H. Bates is currently the Eaton Professor of the Science of Government at Harvard University,
where he has studied and provided consulting assistance in the areas of governmental reform, economic
policy reform, and political economy for many countries throughout the world. He is the author of several
books, including Open-Economy Politics (1998).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Dean:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more



imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Markets and States in Tropical Africa: The Political Basis of Agricultural Policies: With a New Preface
(California Series on Social Choice and Political Economy), you may tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Ruth Santiago:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Markets and States in Tropical Africa: The Political Basis
of Agricultural Policies: With a New Preface (California Series on Social Choice and Political Economy) can
be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Joseph Yancey:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Markets and States in Tropical Africa: The Political
Basis of Agricultural Policies: With a New Preface (California Series on Social Choice and Political
Economy) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Danny Padilla:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
By book Markets and States in Tropical Africa: The Political Basis of Agricultural Policies: With a New
Preface (California Series on Social Choice and Political Economy) we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book
Markets and States in Tropical Africa: The Political Basis of Agricultural Policies: With a New Preface
(California Series on Social Choice and Political Economy). You can more pleasing than now.
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