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Hans Oerberg’s Lingua Latina per se Illustrata is the world’s premiere series for
learning Latin via the Natural Method. Students first learn grammar and
vocabulary intuitively through extended contextual reading and an innovative
system of marginal notes. It is the only textbook currently available that gives
students the opportunity to learn Latin without resorting to translation, but allows
them to think in the language. It is also the most popular text for teachers, at both
the secondary and collegiate levels, who wish to incorporate conversational skills
into their classroom practice.

Familia Romana (Pars I of the Lingua Latina series) contains thirty-five chapters
and describes the life of a Roman family in the 2nd century A.D., and culminate
in readings from classical poets and Donatus’s Ars Grammatica, the standard
Latin school text for a millennium. Each chapter is divided into two or three
lectiones (lessons) of a couple pages each followed by a grammar section,
Grammatica Latina, and three exercises or Pensa. Hans Oerberg’s impeccable
Latinity, humorous stories, and the Peer Lauritzen illustrations make this work a
classic. The book includes a table of inflections, a Roman calendar, and a word
index, index vocabulorum.

The Lingua Latina series incorporates the following features:

The most comprehensive treatment of Latin grammar available in an●

elementary textbook.
A vocabulary of almost 1,800 words, reinforced by constant and creatively●

phrased repetition, vastly expands the potential for later sight reading.
A complete line of ancillary volumes, exercises, and readers both in print and●

online.
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exercises or Pensa. Hans Oerberg’s impeccable Latinity, humorous stories, and the Peer Lauritzen
illustrations make this work a classic. The book includes a table of inflections, a Roman calendar, and a word
index, index vocabulorum.
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Editorial Review

Review

Sporting full-color illustrations, this edition of Familia Romana adds vividness to Hans Orberg’s already
premiere textbook for learning Latin through the natural method. As part of the Lingua Latina: per se
illustrata series, Familia Romana presents grammar and vocabulary through context, illustrations, and a
well-developed system of notes. By not having to constantly translate, students come to understand the Latin
through itself and are prepared for thinking in the language. Although the text is accessible to students as
young as 9, the test is advanced enough for college-aged learners, and beyond. Since it is written entirely in
Latin, Orberg’s series can communicate to students regardless of their native tongue. Thus, no list of
vocabulary and translations is provided in this volume. FOCUS Publishing does, however, provide free
vocabulary lists with translations at http://focusbookstore.com/LLdownloads.aspx.

In my own experience as a Latin student, it was not until I used the Lingua Latina series that I really came to
understood Latin grammar. Even though it also strengthened my ability to both write and speak in Latin, it
was my ability to understand texts and to sight read that was most improved. I enjoyed the edition without
illustrations and found it most useful, but this edition proved an upgrade. The more vivid illustrations gave
me stronger mental images for the vocabulary I was learning. I recommend this version of Familia Romana
most warmly.
- http://www.bookwormsblog.com/, 09/01/2011

From the Back Cover

Hans Ørberg’s Lingua Latina per se Illustrata is the world’s premiere textbook for Learning Latin via the
Natural Method. Students first learn grammar and vocabulary intuitively through extended contextual
reading and an innovative system of marginal notes. It is the only textbook currently available that gives
students the opportunity to learn Latin without resorting to translation, but allows them to “think” in the
language. It is also the most popular text for teachers, at both the secondary and collegiate levels, who wish
to incorporate conversational skills into their classroom practice.

Lingua Latina incorporates the following features:

The most comprehensive treatment of Latin grammar available in an elementary textbook●

A vocabulary of almost 1,800 words, reinforced by constant and creatively phrased repetition, vastly●

expands the potential for later sight reading
A complete line of ancillary volumes, exercises, and readers both in print and online●

Seasoned secondary and college teachers often find their own reading facility enhanced by using Lingua
Latina.

About the Author



Hans Henning Orberg (1920–2010) received his MA in English, French, and Latin from the University of
Copenhagen in 1946. He taught at various Danish high schools until 1963 and at the Grenaa Gymnasium
until 1988. From 1953 to 1961 he served on the staff of the Nature Method Institute, Copenhagen. He is the
author of the Latin course "Lingua Latina secundum naturae rationem explicata" (1955–56); the course was
revised in 1990–91, with a number of supplements, under the title "Lingua Latina per se illustrata." His
books were published by Domus Latina, a publishing house he founded in Denmark, and are distributed in
the English speaking world by Focus Publishing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Inocencia Hensley:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Lingua Latina per se Illustrata, Pars I: Familia Romana.
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any
book Lingua Latina per se Illustrata, Pars I: Familia Romana. You can add understanding and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Beatrice Flanagan:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Lingua Latina per se Illustrata, Pars I: Familia
Romana as the daily resource information.

Catherine Hudson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Lingua Latina per se Illustrata,
Pars I: Familia Romana which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Raymond Augustus:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is



very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous books that
can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Lingua Latina per se Illustrata, Pars I: Familia
Romana.
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