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“A sinister version of The Perfect Storm. Thrilling.”—Sunday Times (UK)

For readers of The Perfect Storm, Between a Rock and a Hard Place, and Into
the Wild

There’s nothing that armchair adventure lovers relish more than a gripping true
story of disaster and heroism, and Last Man Off delivers all that against a
breathtaking backdrop of icebergs and killer whales. On June 6, 1998, twenty-
three-year-old Matt Lewis had just started his dream job as a scientific observer
aboard a deep-sea fishing boat in the waters off Antarctica. As the crew haul in
the line for the day, a storm begins to brew. When the captain vanishes and they
are forced to abandon ship, Lewis leads the escape onto three life rafts, where the
battle for survival begins.
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There’s nothing that armchair adventure lovers relish more than a gripping true story of disaster and heroism,
and Last Man Off delivers all that against a breathtaking backdrop of icebergs and killer whales. On June 6,
1998, twenty-three-year-old Matt Lewis had just started his dream job as a scientific observer aboard a deep-
sea fishing boat in the waters off Antarctica. As the crew haul in the line for the day, a storm begins to brew.
When the captain vanishes and they are forced to abandon ship, Lewis leads the escape onto three life rafts,
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

An Amazon Best Book of May 2015: In 1998, a young Scotsman named Matt Lewis sought to boost to his
budding career as a marine biologist by securing a position as the "scientific observer" on a fishing vessel.
Though he would be considered an officer, his role would be limited and relatively tame compared to the rest
of the crews’: documenting wildlife the boat encountered, while also keeping notes on the crew’s adherence
to fishing regulations. A coin flip landed him aboard the Sudur Havid, a South African boat bound for the
outer waters of Antarctica’s frigid and tempestuous Southern Ocean. Even though his novice eyes, Lewis
was immediately struck by its apparent unreadiness, including a dearth of adequate boots and survival suits,
and a crew seemingly unprepared for work in the harsh polar environment.

His misgivings were soon realized. As winds rose and whipped the seas into a ship-tossing frenzy, the fuel-
and fish-heavy boat listed, taking on water. A disastrous and inexplicable chain of decisions--starting with
the Sudur Havid’s chief officers and running down through the ship’s engineers and some of the crew--
doomed the ship, putting Lewis in the unlikely position of organizing the frantic evacuation. These are not
spoilers--Lewis’s narrative is rich with detail, putting readers in the thick of the action as the panic-struck
men stuff themselves into three inadequate rafts and embark on a nightmarish struggle on the open ocean.
Last Man Off is a tale of survival, not an adventure story; and while the particulars are often grim and the
outcome unhappy, Lewis's book is a sort of catharsis, a compelling testimonial to his experience and the ones
that didn’t return. --Jon Foro

Review
"A story that reminds us of the unforgiving nature of the sea and the courage that lies within the everyday
heroes that have found themselves in hell."—Bear Grylls, bestselling author of Mud, Sweat, and Tears

“Reads like a sinister version of The Perfect Storm... Thrilling, compelling, unsettling, rewarding.”—Sunday
Times

“A dramatic tale of survival in one of the most brutal situations on earth. Feels like reading the diary of a
doomed man...so personal and chillingly real; totally takes you there in a way that is not always
comfortable.”—Steve Backshall, Deadly 60

About the Author
Matt Lewis is a trained marine biologist with an MSc with distinction in Marine and Fisheries Science. He
now lives with his wife and two children in Aberdeen.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawanda Beverly:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person



has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Last Man Off: A True Story of
Disaster and Survival on the Antarctic Seas. All type of book could you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jack Morgan:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book Last Man Off: A True Story of Disaster and Survival on the
Antarctic Seas was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide Last Man Off: A True Story of Disaster
and Survival on the Antarctic Seas is not only giving you much more new information but also being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship using the book Last Man Off: A True Story of Disaster and Survival on the Antarctic Seas. You
never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Danica Johnson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Last Man Off: A True
Story of Disaster and Survival on the Antarctic Seas that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people
to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Last Man Off: A True
Story of Disaster and Survival on the Antarctic Seas become your own starter.

Robert Hill:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Last Man Off: A True Story of Disaster and Survival on the
Antarctic Seas why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.
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