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The German-born Surrealist Hans Bellmer (1902-1975), best known for his life-
size pubescent dolls, devoted an artistic lifetime to creating sexualized images of
the female body -- distorted, dismembered, or menaced in sinister scenarios. In
this book Sue Taylor draws on psychoanalytic theory to suggest why Bellmer
was so driven by erotomania as well as a desire for revenge, suffering, and the
safety of the womb. Although he styled himself as the quintessential Oedipal son,
an avant-garde artist in perpetual rebellion against a despised father, Taylor
contends that his filial attitude was more complex than he could consciously
allow. Tracing a repressed homoerotic attachment to his father, castration
anxiety, and an unconscious sense of guilt, Taylor proposes that a feminine
identification informs all the disquieting aspects of Bellmer's art.

Most scholarship to date has focused on Bellmer's work of the 1930s, especially
the infamous dolls and the photographs he made of them. Taylor extends her
discussion to the sexually explicit prints, drawings, paintings, and photographs he
produced throughout the ensuing three decades. The book includes a color
frontispiece and 121 black-and-white images (eight published here for the first
time), as well as appendixes containing several significant texts by Bellmer
previously unavailable in English.
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The German-born Surrealist Hans Bellmer (1902-1975), best known for his life-size pubescent dolls, devoted
an artistic lifetime to creating sexualized images of the female body -- distorted, dismembered, or menaced
in sinister scenarios. In this book Sue Taylor draws on psychoanalytic theory to suggest why Bellmer was so
driven by erotomania as well as a desire for revenge, suffering, and the safety of the womb. Although he
styled himself as the quintessential Oedipal son, an avant-garde artist in perpetual rebellion against a
despised father, Taylor contends that his filial attitude was more complex than he could consciously allow.
Tracing a repressed homoerotic attachment to his father, castration anxiety, and an unconscious sense of
guilt, Taylor proposes that a feminine identification informs all the disquieting aspects of Bellmer's art.

Most scholarship to date has focused on Bellmer's work of the 1930s, especially the infamous dolls and the
photographs he made of them. Taylor extends her discussion to the sexually explicit prints, drawings,
paintings, and photographs he produced throughout the ensuing three decades. The book includes a color
frontispiece and 121 black-and-white images (eight published here for the first time), as well as appendixes
containing several significant texts by Bellmer previously unavailable in English.
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Editorial Review

Review

An impressive book by any standards. Every page displays intelligence, erudition and visual acuity.

(Metapsychology)

Hans Bellmer is a well-written, scrupulously researched book on an important and controversial artist.
Taylor combines a balanced, generally sympathetic discussion of Bellmer's work with a feminist critical
perspective; her commentaries on individual works are nuanced, never shrill or simplistic.

(Susan Rubin Suleiman, Harvard University, author of Subversive Intent: Gender, Politics, and the Avant-
Garde)

Sue Taylor's new book on Hans Bellmer and his dolls provides the best possible way of looking at this major
and controversial artist through both the lens of psychoanalytic theory and the history of psychoanalysis. An
original book on a difficult and contested figure of modern art.

(Sander L. Gilman, Distinguished Service Professor, The University of Chicago)

About the Author

Sue Taylor is Assistant Professor of Art History at Portland State University, Oregon.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karole Standley:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Hans Bellmer: The
Anatomy of Anxiety book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Wendell Nadeau:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Hans Bellmer: The Anatomy of Anxiety why because the wonderful cover that



make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Martha Howell:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon.
The Hans Bellmer: The Anatomy of Anxiety offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Nicole Montes:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Hans Bellmer: The Anatomy of Anxiety can make you experience
more interested to read.
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