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The extraordinarily captivating memoir of the remarkable jewel thief who robbed
the rich and the famous while maintaining an outwardly conventional life—an
astonishing and completely true story, the like of which has never before been
told . . . or lived.

Bill Mason is arguably the greatest jewel thief who ever lived. During a thirty-
year career he charmed his way into the inner circles of high society and stole
more than $35 million worth of fabulous jewels from such celebrities as Robert
Goulet, Armand Hammer, Phyllis Diller, Bob Hope, Truman Capote, Margaux
Hemingway and Johnny Weissmuller—he even hit the Mafia. Along the way he
seduced a high-profile Midwest socialite into leaving her prominent industrialist
husband, nearly died after being shot during a robbery, tricked both Christie’s
and Sotheby’s into fencing stolen goods for him and was a fugitive for five years
and the object of a nationwide manhunt. Yet despite the best efforts of law
enforcement authorities from several states as well as the federal government, he
spent less than three years total in prison.

Shadowy, elusive and intensely private, Mason has been the subject of many
magazine and newspaper features, but no journalist has ever come close to
knowing the facts. Now, in his own words and with no holds barred, he reveals
everything, and the real story is far more incredible than any of the reporters,
detectives or FBI agents who pursued Mason ever imagined. Confessions of a
Master Jewel Thief, expertly co-written by bestselling author Lee Gruenfeld, is
a unique true-crime confessional.

From the Hardcover edition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Fans of classic caper films like Topkapi and The Pink Panther will be fascinated by the true-life adventures
of jewel thief Mason, who had a long and successful career. Starting in his early 20s in the 1960s, Mason
stole valuable jewels from the famous (Phyllis Diller, Robert Goulet, Armand Hammer) and the merely
affluent, using his wits and athletic ability to take advantage of supposedly burglar-proof security. His
crimes, recollected in engrossing detail, involved careful planning and research, but he never fails to credit
luck and simple human carelessness (almost every heist seems to feature at least one unlocked door or
window). Mason's chutzpah is best illustrated by his confession to an unsolved burglary that victimized the
then-boss of the Cleveland Mafia. Despite the long list of thefts he admits to, Mason spent little time in jail,
largely thanks to some clever lawyering. While he apologizes for the impact his addiction to a life of crime
had on his devoted wife, Barbara, and their three kids, the reader will find him a little less charming and
sympathetic when the price his loved ones paid for his misdeeds sinks in. Unlike Frank Abagnale (Catch Me
if You Can), who was a successful con artist during much of the same period, Mason hasn't taken steps to
redeem himself by serving as a consultant to law-enforcement and sharing security vulnerabilities, and some
may balk at further lining a crook's pockets by buying his book.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief is a compelling memoir that details a life of crime and a series of
gutsy capers rivaling anything that Hollywood could dream up, exploits made all the more astonishing for
having been pulled off single-handedly. Bill Mason, a self-described "ordinary guy" who ended up ripping
off everyone from Truman Capote to Phyllis Diller to the Mob, insists he's on the straight and narrow now,
but his story sure stole a good night's sleep from me. "
—Les Standiford, author of Havana Run and Last Train to Paradise

“I think this book's tremendous. As is always the case, real life, when properly described, is vastly more
fascinating than fiction, and you need look no further for proof than Bill Mason's amazing story. "
—Frank W. Abagnale, author of Catch Me If You Can and The Art of the Steal

"Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief is the kind of book that drives crime-fiction writers like me up a
wall: No one would ever believe these amazing, compelling stories of theft and deception if they weren't
sitting on the nonfiction rack. Mason tells his life story with such flair and confidence that I felt like I was
dangling from a twenty-story ledge right along with him. Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief is the
ultimate kind of guilty pleasure, because even though you know it's so wrong, it feels so right."
—Eric Garcia, author of Matchstick Men

From the Hardcover edition.

From the Inside Flap
The extraordinarily captivating memoir of the remarkable jewel thief who robbed the rich and the famous
while maintaining an outwardly conventional life--an astonishing and completely true story, the like of
which has never before been told . . . or lived.
Bill Mason is arguably the greatest jewel thief who ever lived. During a thirty-year career he charmed his
way into the inner circles of high society and stole more than $35 million worth of fabulous jewels from such



celebrities as Robert Goulet, Armand Hammer, Phyllis Diller, Bob Hope, Truman Capote, Margaux
Hemingway and Johnny Weissmuller--he even hit the Mafia. Along the way he seduced a high-profile
Midwest socialite into leaving her prominent industrialist husband, nearly died after being shot during a
robbery, tricked both Christie's and Sotheby's into fencing stolen goods for him and was a fugitive for five
years and the object of a nationwide manhunt. Yet despite the best efforts of law enforcement authorities
from several states as well as the federal government, he spent less than three years total in prison.
Shadowy, elusive and intensely private, Mason has been the subject of many magazine and newspaper
features, but no journalist has ever come close to knowing the facts. Now, in his own words and with no
holds barred, he reveals everything, and the real story is far more incredible than any of the reporters,
detectives or FBI agents who pursued Mason ever imagined. Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief, expertly
co-written by bestselling author Lee Gruenfeld, is a unique true-crime confessional.

"From the Hardcover edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anne Hahn:

The book Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief?
Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many information
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or facts that you
take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Confessions of a Master
Jewel Thief has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Erik Hilyard:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief.

June Hargrove:

The e-book with title Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief posesses a lot of information that you can learn it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the
e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.



Tim Andrus:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called
of book Confessions of a Master Jewel Thief. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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