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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Baptized in the Spirit creatively examines the most recent trends in Pentecostal and charismatic theology,
especially with regard to the displacement of Spirit baptism as Pentecostalism's central distinctive. The
author begins by focusing on the significance of the Holy Spirit in reciprocal and mutual work with the Son
in fulfilling the will of the Father. He also shows how the pneumatological emphases in Pentecostal and
charismatic theology can help to correct the tendency in Western Christianity to subordinate the Spirit to the
Word.

About the Author
Frank D. Macchia (ThD, University of Basel, Switzerland) is professor of theology at Vanguard University
in Costa Mesa, California. He has served as president of the Society of Pentecostal Studies and is a member
of the Faith and Order Commission of the National Council of Churches. Frank is senior editor of Pneuma:
The Journal for the Society of Pentecostal Studies. SPANISH BIO: Frank d. Macchia es doctor en teologia
de la Universidad de Basel, Suiza. Actualmente es profesor de teologia de la Universidad de Vanguard en
costa Mesa, California. Fue presidente de la Sociedad de Estudios Pentecostales y es miembro de la
Comision de Fe y Orden del Consejo Nacional de Iglesias. Ademas, es el editor de Pneuma: El diario de las
Sociedad de Estudios Pentecostales.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
Baptized in the Spirit I SUPPOSE I WAS A TYPICAL EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD, EXCEPT I WAS
PERHAPS more confused than most about the direction in which my life was going. It was the year 1970, so
my state of mind seemed to be shared by many I knew at the time. I had spent most of my teen years trying
to run from God and was attempting to figure out where I might possibly run without meeting God when I
arrived. I experimented with drugs and lived as though God were nothing more than a distant thought. There
were moments when I felt drawn away from my illusionary existence toward the ultimate reality. But I
resisted. Then came that decisive evening shortly after my high school graduation. I woke my father, an
Assemblies of God minister, from a sound sleep at about midnight to let him know that I wanted to leave
home to find myself. I had always admired him. He was strict but fair. His downto- earth humility appealed
to me. I especially liked the way the church members affectionately called him 'Brother Mike.' He seemed to
relate to them more as a brother than an authoritative pastor, though many took him without question as a
lifelong spiritual father. My mother, Elizabeth, besides her crazy sense of humor, had conveyed her deep
faith to me by teaching me church choruses as a child. She persuaded me to sing them in church before the
congregation. My tenor voice made me a favored choice for singing solos at our local church, an early
experience of ministry that was formative to my early spiritual development. When I woke my father that
night, I was far from the faith of my childhood. But telling my father that I wanted to leave home gave him
an opportunity to reach out to me. What followed was an all-night conversation that I will never forget. He
spoke to me from the Bible and from many stories of faith from my family's history. I was moved deeply. It
made me feel that I could not possibly run from God. To do so would cause me to run from something that
was deep inside of me, something I could not deny without denying an essential part of who I was. Hours
passed like minutes, but I held out. I would not yet give my heart to Christ, so we both ended up going to bed
exhausted. It was near dawn as I entered my bedroom. I knelt next to my bed and wondered what I should
pray. I remember telling God that I did not know what to say. I said something simple like, 'I only know that
I need you, Lord. I give you my life.' With that brief prayer, I lay down to the most peaceful sleep I had
enjoyed in a long time. The following day I told my parents what had happened and that I wanted to leave



for a Bible college in order to discover my future in God. Yes, I would get my wish to leave home in order to
find myself, but in a way that I had not planned. Their joy was tempered by my felt need to leave the
neighborhood as soon as possible. There was a network of friends that was sure to tear away at my fledgling
faith. I needed time away with God to be grounded in the faith. My father arranged for me to attend Central
Bible College in Springfield, Missouri. My first day on campus contained all of the anxieties of a new
experience. I was not sure I wanted to stay. My father persuaded me to give it a month and left me there with
high hopes early in the afternoon of the second day. Moments later I purchased a Bible at the bookstore and
sat down to read from it in my sparsely-furnished dorm room. The Bible was a large, plain study Bible that I
had bought for my classes. I remember turning to the book of Acts. I began reading. Though I was familiar
with several of the stories in that book, they seemed to come alive before my eyes as never before. The text
drew me in. I was there when the disciples gathered around the risen Christ, and at Pentecost when the Spirit
fell on the disciples as they prayed in tongues surrounded by flames of God's holy presence. I was also there
when Peter and John were beaten for their faith but rejoiced at the privilege of suffering for Christ, and when
Peter witnessed the Gentiles being filled with the Spirit. I accompanied Paul on his journeys and participated
in his numerous adventures. I read the entire book of Acts without moving from my chair. I was awe struck. I
opened the shade covering the window next to me and beheld the sun setting. I saw shades of red and yellow
across the sky and I could feel the tears roll off of my cheeks. I remember thinking that I could not possibly
be the kind of Christian who merely 'played church.' That certainly was not how the Christians lived in the
book of Acts. God was so real to them. They lived daily in the awareness of God's presence and guidance.
Life was an adventure in the Lord's service and there were moments when God visited them with undeniable
signs of divine favor and power. They had a fire burning in their hearts. I determined in that moment that I
wanted to be a Christian like them. I felt a calling from God grip me---God was calling me to lifelong
ministry. My presence at that small Bible college in southwest Missouri was no accident. At that very
moment, a few of the new students I had met earlier came to my room and invited me to pray with them at
the dorm chapel. What timing! The chapel was located on the third floor of the dorm, a small room with
benches along the walls and a plain wooden cross at the center of the wall facing the door. No sooner had I
entered the room that I fell to my knees and began to pray. I began to cry and to search for words that I could
not find. Meanwhile, my schoolmates began to pray for me. I felt a fountain well up within me. It grew
stronger and stronger until it burst forth with great strength. I began to pray in tongues. It was not forced,
neither from me nor from God. In fact, it seemed at the moment to be the most natural thing to do. By now I
lay there on the floor with my eyes fixed on that cross. I felt God's powerful presence embrace me, and while
accepting my calling to the ministry, I made promises to God that have accompanied me throughout my life.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leticia Brewster:

This Baptized in the Spirit: A Global Pentecostal Theology usually are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Baptized in the Spirit: A Global Pentecostal
Theology can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Baptized in the Spirit: A Global Pentecostal Theology giving you an enormous
of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.



Lauren Graves:

The book untitled Baptized in the Spirit: A Global Pentecostal Theology is the guide that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that
creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when
write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly
get the e-book of Baptized in the Spirit: A Global Pentecostal Theology from the publisher to make you a lot
more enjoy free time.

Lynne Silva:

Typically the book Baptized in the Spirit: A Global Pentecostal Theology has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this book.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Exactly why? Because this Baptized in the Spirit: A Global Pentecostal Theology is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes
the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-
book store hurriedly.
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