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“Dick is one of the ten best American writers of the twentieth century, which is
saying a lot. Dick was a kind of Kafka steeped in LSD and rage.”—Roberto
Bolaño

What is VALIS? This question is at the heart of Philip K. Dick’s ground-
breaking novel, and the first book in his defining trilogy. When a beam of pink
light begins giving a schizophrenic man named Horselover Fat (who just might
also be known as Philip K. Dick) visions of an alternate Earth where the Roman
Empire still reigns, he must decide whether he is crazy, or whether a godlike
entity is showing him the true nature of the world.

VALIS is essential reading for any true Philip K. Dick fan, a novel that Roberto
Bolaño called “more disturbing than any novel by [Carson] McCullers.” By the
end, like Dick himself, you will be left wondering what is real, what is fiction,
and just what the price is for divine inspiration.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The first of Dick's three final novels (the others are Divine Invasion and The Transmigration of Timothy
Archer). Known as science fiction only for lack of a better category, "Valis" takes place in our world and
may even be semi-autobiographical.

The proponent of the novel, Horselover Fat, is thrust into a theological quest when he receives communion in
a burst of pink laser light. From the cancer ward of a bay area hospital to the ranch of a fraudulent
charismatic religious figure who turns out to have a direct com link with God, Dick leads us down the
twisted paths of Gnostic belief, mixed with his own bizarre and compelling philosophy. Truly an eye
opening look at the nature of consciousness and divinity.

From Publishers Weekly
The quest for God is the binding theme of this trilogy. The "funny and painful and sometimes brilliant"
VALIS(anagram) finds protagonist and Dick alter-ego Horselover Fat unable to reconcile human suffering
with his belief in God. Invasion is a "fascinating and highly readable" vision of Armageddon, blending New
Testament, Kabbalah and Dick's own worldview. In Transmigration , Angel Archer reminisces about her
father-in-law, Timothy, an Episcopal bishop obsessed with a set of ancient scrolls that shed faith-threatening
new light on Jesus: "This finely crafted, odd but compelling book demonstrates Dick's great erudition, keen
human insight and subtle ironic sense of humor," said PW.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
One of the most original practitioners writing any kind of fiction, Dick made most of the European avant-
garde seem like navel-gazers in a cul-de-sac Sunday Times My literary hero Fay Weldon For everyone lost
in the endlessly multiplicating realities of the modern world, remember: Philip K. Dick got there first Terry
Gilliam

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sybil Moore:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book VALIS (VALIS Trilogy Book 1).
All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources or other social
media.

Lisa Buffington:

Often the book VALIS (VALIS Trilogy Book 1) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research



previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading
this article book.

David Conte:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This VALIS (VALIS Trilogy Book 1) can
be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Maria Blanco:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book VALIS (VALIS Trilogy Book 1) to make
your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you
like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book
and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it.
Beside that the e-book VALIS (VALIS Trilogy Book 1) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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