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This book examines the quest for/failure of Utopia across a range of
contemporary American/transnational fictions in relation to terror and
globalization through authors such as Susan Choi, André Dubus, Dalia Sofer, and
John Updike. While recent critical thinkers have reengaged with Utopia, the
possibility of terror ? whether state or non-state, external or homegrown ?
shadows Utopian imaginings. Terror and Utopia are linked in fiction through the
exploration of the commodification of affect, a phenomenon of a globalized
world in which feelings are managed, homogenized across cultures, exaggerated,
or expunged according to a dominant model. Narrative approaches to the terrorist
offer a means to investigate the ways in which fiction can resist commodification
of affect, and maintain a reasoned but imaginative vision of possibilities for
human community. Newman explores topics such as the first American bestseller
with a Muslim protagonist, the links between writer and terrorist, the work of
Iranian-Jewish Americans, and the relation of race and religion to Utopian
thought.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This up-to-the-minute look at some of the most remarkable examples of a classic genre as it keeps
pace with developments in the real world is fascinating and enlightening….Students of literature will
appreciate the author's many references to earlier, important critical perspectives on utopian forms, in
addition to her own insightful evaluations of these very recent works. Like the stories themselves,
Newman is exploring fresh territory. Readers will enjoy her engaging style and the self-contained
chapters and useful bibliography. Summing Up: Highly recommended." --D. C. Greenwood, Albright
College, CHOICE

“This is a focused investigation demonstrating a keen analysis of narrative technique… Newman’s
effort is both timely and considered.” - Kate North, Times Higher Education

"This up-to-the-minute look at some of the most remarkable examples of a classic genre as it keeps
pace with developments in the real world is fascinating and enlightening…Each chapter takes up a
significant new work of fiction, placing it within the literary tradition and showing how it builds on
that tradition in noteworthy ways…Students of literature will appreciate the author's many references
to earlier, important critical perspectives on utopian forms, in addition to her own insightful
evaluations of these very recent works. Like the stories themselves, Newman is exploring fresh
territory. Readers will enjoy her engaging style and the self-contained chapters and useful
bibliography. Summing Up: Highly recommended." -D. C. Greenwood, Albright College, Choice

"A book that provides a thoughtful, erudite and wide-ranging discussion of literary fiction…I will be
returning to this book, using it in my own teaching and research, and encouraging others to do so as
well." --Aliki Varvogli, University of Dundee, Journal of American Studies

"Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American Fiction offers a series of thought-provoking readings
on contemporary fiction, brought together on the basis of their utopian potential." --Paula Martín
Salván, University of Córdoba, ATLANTIS Journal of the Spanish Association of Anglo-American Studies

About the Author

Judie Newman is Professor of American Studies at The University of Nottingham, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Raymond Harris:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for people. The book Utopia and Terror in



Contemporary American Fiction (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature) seemed to
be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The book Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American Fiction (Routledge
Transnational Perspectives on American Literature) is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read
your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American Fiction
(Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature). You never feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Gary Ackley:

Here thing why that Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American Fiction (Routledge Transnational
Perspectives on American Literature) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is
good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Utopia and
Terror in Contemporary American Fiction (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication
that similar with Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American Fiction (Routledge Transnational
Perspectives on American Literature). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Utopia and Terror in Contemporary
American Fiction (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature) in e-book can be your
option.

James Brown:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American Fiction (Routledge Transnational
Perspectives on American Literature) book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Utopia and Terror in
Contemporary American Fiction (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature) content
conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American
Fiction (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American Literature) is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Jeff Jones:

Beside this specific Utopia and Terror in Contemporary American Fiction (Routledge Transnational
Perspectives on American Literature) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so
don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Utopia
and Terror in Contemporary American Fiction (Routledge Transnational Perspectives on American
Literature) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you



rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
that? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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