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The role of the Japanese woman in modern society still retains many of the
characteristics that it had in the late eighteenth century, when this novel takes
place. In those days, the life of a woman, whether married or single, was one of
unending drudgery and toil. Reward or recognition came only indirectly, through
the success of the male members of the family.

Thus, this novel is really two stories: on the one hand, the successful medical
career of Hanaoka Seishu, the first doctor in the world to perform surgery for
breast cancer under a general anesthetic; on the other hand, the lives of his wife
and his mother, who supported him with stoic resignation, even to the extent of
finally volunteering to be used as guinea pigs in his experiments.

Kae, the wife, joins the household of the local doctor as the bride of his son,
Hanaoka Seishu, who is still away pursuing his medical studies in Kyoto. Her
mother-in-law, Otsugi, is both beautiful and extremely proud of the tradition of
the doctor's family. Though their relationship is one of affection at first, it
declines into tension and eventually into bitter competitiveness and hatred,
fostered by the claustrophobic social customs of the time. The two women-the
wife who struggles to adapt to a new household and gain the affection of her
unfamiliar husband, and the over possessive mother-in-law dedicated to the
fulfillment of her son's ambitions-vie with one another to serve one man. Kae
suffers the most, for the new anesthetic that the doctor tries on her has
devastating results.

Readers of The Doctor's Wife will find a tender and compassionate tale about a
woman of great strength and courage, as well as an impelling account of
Japanese society and the role of women in it.
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The role of the Japanese woman in modern society still retains many of the characteristics that it had in the
late eighteenth century, when this novel takes place. In those days, the life of a woman, whether married or
single, was one of unending drudgery and toil. Reward or recognition came only indirectly, through the
success of the male members of the family.

Thus, this novel is really two stories: on the one hand, the successful medical career of Hanaoka Seishu, the
first doctor in the world to perform surgery for breast cancer under a general anesthetic; on the other hand,
the lives of his wife and his mother, who supported him with stoic resignation, even to the extent of finally
volunteering to be used as guinea pigs in his experiments.

Kae, the wife, joins the household of the local doctor as the bride of his son, Hanaoka Seishu, who is still
away pursuing his medical studies in Kyoto. Her mother-in-law, Otsugi, is both beautiful and extremely
proud of the tradition of the doctor's family. Though their relationship is one of affection at first, it declines
into tension and eventually into bitter competitiveness and hatred, fostered by the claustrophobic social
customs of the time. The two women-the wife who struggles to adapt to a new household and gain the
affection of her unfamiliar husband, and the over possessive mother-in-law dedicated to the fulfillment of her
son's ambitions-vie with one another to serve one man. Kae suffers the most, for the new anesthetic that the
doctor tries on her has devastating results.

Readers of The Doctor's Wife will find a tender and compassionate tale about a woman of great strength and
courage, as well as an impelling account of Japanese society and the role of women in it.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A deft and subtle writer." —The New York Times

"A powerful portrait of two strong-willed women in a society almost totally dominated by men." —Oriental
Economist

"An excellent story." —Choice

"A poignant human account." —Augusta Chronicle

"Written with psychological precision and economy." —Library Journal

Language Notes
Text: English, Japanese (translation)

From the Publisher
From one of Japan's best women writers, an award–winning Novel of great power and precision.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Avis Zeiger:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This The Doctor's Wife book is readable through you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even
decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving The Doctor's Wife content conveys
the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The Doctor's Wife is not loveable
to be your top listing reading book?

Josette Roscoe:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Doctor's Wife your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that



maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The The
Doctor's Wife giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Mary Jones:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Doctor's Wife book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read the
book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still skepticism The Doctor's Wife as good book not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Mae Bushee:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Doctor's Wife can give you a lot
of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Doctor's Wife.
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