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1660: Winter has settled thick over a sleepy village in the Bavarian Alps,
ensuring every farmer and servant is indoors on the night a parish priest
discovers he's been poisoned. As numbness creeps up his body, he summons the
last of his strength to scratch a cryptic sign in the frost.

Following a trail of riddles, hangman Jakob Kuisl, his headstrong daughter,
Magdalena, and the town physician’s son team up with the priest’s aristocratic
sister to investigate. What they uncover will lead them back to the Crusades,
unlocking a troubled history of internal church politics and sending them on a
chase for a treasure of the Knights Templar.

But they’re not the only ones after the legendary fortune. A team of dangerous
and mysterious monks is always close behind, tracking their every move,
speaking Latin in the shadows, giving off a strange, intoxicating scent. And to
throw the hangman off their trail, they have ensured he is tasked with capturing a
band of thieves roving the countryside attacking solitary travellers and spreading
panic.

Delivering on the promise of the international bestseller The Hangman’s
Daughter, Oliver Pötzsch takes us on a whirlwind tour through the occult hiding
places of Bavaria’s ancient monasteries. Once again based on prodigious
historical research into Pötzsch’s family tree, The Dark Monk brings to life an
unforgettable, compassionate hangman and his tenacious daughter, painting a
robust tableau of a seventeenth-century Bavaria and quickening our pulses with a
gripping, mesmerizing mystery.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The brutality and ignorance of 17th-century Bavaria serves as the backdrop for Pötzsch's thrilling second
whodunit featuring an unlikely trio of sleuths (after 2011's The Hangman's Daughter). When the parish
priest, Andreas Koppmeyer, eats some poisoned doughnuts after sealing up a mysterious something in his
church basement, he manages to scratch a mark on the frost covering a gravestone as he expires. Figuring out
what that dying clue means and who doctored the pastries falls to Altenstadt hangman Jakob Kuisl; his
daughter, Magdalena, an apprentice midwife; and her suitor, Simon Fronwieser, a doctor's son. Fronwieser
links a Latin phrase seen in a crypt with the Templars, raising the possibility that Koppmeyer stumbled on a
secret relating to that shadowy society. Meanwhile, the depredations of a gang of robbers threaten local
commerce. Fans of Michael Gregorio's early 19th-century Prussian series (Unholy Awakening, etc.) will find
a lot to enjoy.

From Booklist
Originally published in Germany in 2009, this sequel to The Hangman’s Daughter begins in January 1660
with the murder of a priest and takes readers on a wild adventure to uncover the secret of a long-hidden (and
possibly mythical) treasure of the Knights Templar. Potzsch does an excellent job of plunking the reader
down in seventeenth-century Germany; Jakob Kuisl, the town hangman, and his daughter, Magdalena, don’t
seem like made-up characters in a fictional landscape but, rather, like real people in a real place (in fact, the
Kuisl family of executioners actually existed, and Potzsch is descended from them). The author supplies
enough historical detail to give readers a good sense of the time and place but not too much to risk boring
them with unnecessary details. Readers will also appreciate the nice balance between drama, suspense, and
humor: this is a serious story, Potzsch seems to be saying, but it's OK to have some fun with it. At least two
more books in the series are forthcoming, and they will be most welcome.

Review

Advance Praise for The Dark Monk

"Swift and sure, compelling as any conspiracy theory, persuasive as any spasm of paranoia, The Dark Monk
grips you at the base of your skull and doesn't let go."—Gregory Maguire, author of Wicked and Out of Oz

"Oliver Pötzsch takes readers on a darkly atmospheric visit to seventeenth-century Bavaria in his latest
adventure. With enough mystery and intrigue to satisfy those who like gritty historical fiction, The Dark
Monk has convincing characters, rip-roaring action, and finely-drawn settings." —Deborah Harkness, author
of A Discovery of Witches and the forthcoming Shadow of Night

"Weaving together the mystery of a murdered priest, a Templar treasure, and a kind- hearted hangman,
Oliver Pötzsch's The Dark Monk is a labyrinth of clues and rich characters in seventeenth-century Bavaria.
Pötzsch keeps the action boiling, the clues intriguing, and the history fascinating and authentic." —William
Dietrich, author of The Emerald Storm

Praise for The Hangman’s Daughter

"I loved every page, character and plot twist of The Hangman’s Daughter, an inventive historical novel
about a seventeenth-century hangman’s quest to save a witch—from himself." —Scott Turow

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katie Barry:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Dark Monk (US Edition) (A Hangman's Daughter Tale) book
is readable by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer of The Dark Monk (US Edition) (A Hangman's Daughter Tale) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
such as it. So , do you still thinking The Dark Monk (US Edition) (A Hangman's Daughter Tale) is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Jack McCurdy:

This The Dark Monk (US Edition) (A Hangman's Daughter Tale) are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Dark Monk (US Edition) (A Hangman's Daughter Tale)
can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this The Dark Monk (US Edition) (A Hangman's Daughter Tale) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Helen Price:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
learn. The Dark Monk (US Edition) (A Hangman's Daughter Tale) can be your answer as it can be read by a
person who have those short extra time problems.

John Davis:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is The Dark
Monk (US Edition) (A Hangman's Daughter Tale) this publication consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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