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Eli and his family have lived in the underground Compound for six years. The
world they knew is gone, and they've become accustomed to their new life.
Accustomed, but not happy. No amount of luxury can stifle the dull routine of
living in the same place, with only his two sisters, only his father and mother,
doing the same thing day after day after day. As problems with their carefully
planned existence threaten to destroy their sanctuary?and their sanity?Eli can't
help but wonder if he'd rather take his chances outside. Eli's father built the
Compound to keep them safe. But are they safe?really?

The Compound is a 2009 Bank Street - Best Children's Book of the Year.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Bodeen, acclaimed as the writer of such picture books as Elizabeti's Doll, turns out a high-
wire act of a first novel, a thriller that exerts an ever-tighter grip on readers. Eli, the 15-year-old son of a
billionaire techno-preneur, has spent the last six years with his family in the massive underground shelter his
father has built, knowing that nuclear war has destroyed the world he knows—and killed his grandmother
and his twin brother, who couldn't reach the compound in time. With nine years to go before the air outside
will be safe to breathe again, the food supply shows signs of running out, but Eli's father has a
solution—provided they jettison all morals and ethics. Repulsed and already suspicious, Eli begins
investigating his father's claims, and sets up a family death match against a man who grows increasingly
irrational and sinister but no less powerful. As far-fetched as the premise may be, Bodeen keeps Eli's actions
true to life and uses clues planted fairly and in plain sight. The audience will feel the pressure closing in on
them as they, like the characters, race through hairpin turns in the plot toward a breathless climax. Ages 12-
up. (June)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Grade 8 Up—Following a nuclear holocaust, nine-year-old Eli and his family race into the underground
compound his billionaire father created in this post-apocalyptic novel (Macmillan/Feiwel & Friends, 2008)
by S.A. Bodeen. The hatch is slammed shut, but without Eli's twin and their grandmother. The family must
stay underground for 15 years until the radiation levels are safe. Fast forward six years and Eli is beginning
to have some doubts, as do his two sisters and mother. They have trusted their father, but now he is behaving
strangely. Eli believes that his father created the entire scenario as some kind of sick hoax, right down to
cloning and creating human babies, The Supplements, who might actually be needed someday as a food
supply. Repulsed and frightened, Eli teams with his sisters, his mother, and The Supplements in a race to
discover what is really going on, what happened that fateful night, and how to escape the powerful madman
who has them trapped. Suspense galore is brought to life by Christopher Lane's masterful reading, fraught
with tension, anger, and a gamut of powerful emotions. The taut, fast-moving plot will grip listeners.—Jane
P. Fenn, Corning-Painted Post West High School, NY
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Ever since their world was destroyed by a nuclear attack, 15-year-old Eli and his family have lived in the
Compound, a state-of-the-art bomb shelter built by his billionaire father. Despite having every comfort, Eli is
haunted by the fact that his twin and his grandmother were left behind. He also begins to question his
father’s sanity after an inventory miscalculation threatens their survival, and his dad hatches a morally
corrupt plan to “enhance their food supply.” Eli’s worst suspicions are confirmed when he discovers a live
Internet signal using an old laptop. Did the world really end six years ago? Why else would Eli’s father want
to keep his family underground? Debut novelist Bodeen effectively builds the claustrophobic suspense with
each chapter as readers slowly discover the Compound is not the refuge it seems. Combining elements of
Margaret Peterson Haddix’s Running Out of Time (1995) and Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go (2005),
published for adults, this postapocalyptic thriller will also pique the interest of Nancy Werlin and L. J.
Adlington fans. Grades 7-12. --Jennifer Hubert

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Compound as the daily resource
information.

Shannon Grant:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Compound, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Kathy Donnelly:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be The Compound why because the excellent cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic
as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

William Looney:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of
book The Compound. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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