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After the War of 1812, Americans belatedly realized that they lacked national
identity. The subsequent campaign to articulate nationality transformed every
facet of culture from architecture to painting, and in the realm of letters, literary
jingoism embroiled American authors in the heated politics of nationalism. The
age demanded stirring images of U.S. virtue, often achieved by contriving myths
and obscuring brutalities. Between these sanitized narratives of the nation and
U.S. social reality lay a grotesque discontinuity: vehement conflicts over slavery,
Indian removal, immigration, and territorial expansion divided the country.
Authors such as Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooper, Catharine M.
Sedgwick, William Gilmore Simms, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Lydia Maria
Child wrestled uneasily with the imperative to revise history to produce national
fable. Counter-narratives by fugitive slaves, Native Americans, and defiant
women subverted literary nationalism by exposing the plight of the unfree and
dispossessed. And with them all, Edgar Allan Poe openly mocked literary
nationalism and deplored the celebration of "stupid" books appealing to
provincial self-congratulation. More than any other author, he personifies the
contrary, alien perspective that discerns the weird operations at work behind the
facade of American nation-building.
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realm of letters, literary jingoism embroiled American authors in the heated politics of nationalism. The age
demanded stirring images of U.S. virtue, often achieved by contriving myths and obscuring brutalities.
Between these sanitized narratives of the nation and U.S. social reality lay a grotesque discontinuity:
vehement conflicts over slavery, Indian removal, immigration, and territorial expansion divided the country.
Authors such as Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooper, Catharine M. Sedgwick, William Gilmore
Simms, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Lydia Maria Child wrestled uneasily with the imperative to revise history
to produce national fable. Counter-narratives by fugitive slaves, Native Americans, and defiant women
subverted literary nationalism by exposing the plight of the unfree and dispossessed. And with them all,
Edgar Allan Poe openly mocked literary nationalism and deplored the celebration of "stupid" books
appealing to provincial self-congratulation. More than any other author, he personifies the contrary, alien
perspective that discerns the weird operations at work behind the facade of American nation-building.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A critical tour de force, Strange Nation exhibits the vitality of American writing before the sectional crisis
of the 1850s. Particularly effective is Kennedy's technique of juxtaposing works by major authors and
writings of their lesser-known contemporaries...Interpretive commentary that is often fresh and thought
provoking peppers the book...a remarkably comprehensive book." --Travis Montgomery, Edgar Allan Poe
Review

"Kennedy (Louisiana State Univ.) has written a detailed, in-depth, exceedingly relevant book about
American nationalism in and around the 1840s. Focusing on the ways one can define a nation- the land it
covers, the people who live on that land-and how that nation is divided by demographics, Kennedy
highlights the contrast between the overarching American "ideal" of glory and greatness and the ruin
depicted in many works of the age by authors such as Edgar Allan Poe and Washington Irving. Kennedy is
deft in looking at how the views of the ideal impact how a nation interacts with the rest of the world and how
beliefs held sacred in one land look absurd in another. With a democracy born of monarchy, the US has a
storied past and tells glorious tales while striving to hide the darker realities of that transition, realities
brought forth by the authors of the era. Detailed notes are included." --R. Stone, CHOICE

"This outstanding book of literary history is a fine example of how engaging and trenchant academic
criticism, at its best, can be. In 'Strange Nation,' J. Gerald Kennedy constructs an incisive reading of 19th-
century literature that profoundly illuminates the dark, troubling underside of American culture. ... Time and
time again, we are struck with passages that seem to unlock the inner meanings of our own turbulent times.
... Kennedy's evocation of those far-off times when murderous passions stirred in hard people and a rough
country was only finding its way ends up not seeming so far-off after all. It is still a strange nation." --The
Washington Post

"Strange Nation is an engaging and impressive book, showing in detail how American writers, from the
post-Revolutionary years through the late antebellum period, pushed back against the more patriotic,
jingoistic versions of nationalism while at the same time constructing their own versions of a national myth.
Embracing the virtues of a large-scale literary history, Kennedy covers an extraordinary range of authors and
issues while moving dexterously between wide-angle perspectives and detailed interpretations." --Eric J.
Sundquist, author of King's Dream: The Legacy of Martin Luther King's "I Have a Dream" Speech

"Strange Nation is a big book that revisits big themes. Using Poe both as inspiration and fulcrum for his
wide-ranging examination, Kennedy shows how national identity is forever caught between memory and
forgetting. Hymns, epics, fables, songs, speeches, paintings, and, of course, short stories and novels are
brought together in these pages to tell a story of a people who have been simultaneously united and divided,



cosmopolitan and suspicious, enlightened and backward, free and slave." --Russ Castronovo, author of
Propaganda 1776: Secrets, Leaks, and Revolutionary Communications in Early America

"In this lucidly written, historically rich and theoretically suggestive study of American nationalism during
the formative period of 1820-1850, Kennedy sheds new light on the 'strangeness' of US nation building.
Recovering neglected works by canonical writers, forgotten texts of 19th-century popular print culture and
unsettling narratives by those excluded from citizenship, Kennedy illuminates the messy and contingent
strategies by which these writers grappled with the nation's (still) unresolved contradictions to shape much of
what Americans now understand about themselves and their country. This is a timely and important book." -
-Susan Scheckel, author of The Insistence of the Indian: Race and Nationalism in Nineteenth-Century
American Culture

About the Author

J. Gerald Kennedy is Boyd Professor of English at Louisiana State University and author of Poe, Death,
and the Life of Writing and Imagining Paris: Exile, Writing, and American Identity. He is the editor of A
Historical Guide to Edgar Allan Poe.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ralph Scott:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Strange Nation: Literary Nationalism
and Cultural Conflict in the Age of Poe that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you
who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick Strange Nation: Literary Nationalism and
Cultural Conflict in the Age of Poe become your own personal starter.

Larry Tatro:

Beside this Strange Nation: Literary Nationalism and Cultural Conflict in the Age of Poe in your phone, it
could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Strange Nation: Literary Nationalism and Cultural
Conflict in the Age of Poe because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book
but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!



Christie Rich:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Strange Nation: Literary Nationalism and Cultural Conflict in the Age of Poe
was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you
can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Corey Cook:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Strange Nation: Literary Nationalism and Cultural
Conflict in the Age of Poe was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
Strange Nation: Literary Nationalism and Cultural Conflict in the Age of Poe has many kinds or variety.
Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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