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Ann Kaplan examines the cultural context of MTV and its relationship to the
history of rock music. The first part of the book focuses on MTV as a
commerical institution. In the second, Kaplan identifies five distinct types of
video. There are detailed analyses of videos by Bruce Springsteen, Billy Idol,
Paul Young, Madonna, Tina Turner, Pat Benatar, Annie Lennox, and Aretha
Franklin, and discussion of many more. Kaplan focuses particularly on gender
issues in videos by both male and female stars.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Kaplan (Women and Film), a Rutgers professor of English and film, offers a full-length study of the 24-hour
cable channel MTV. Even though the channel airs promotional rock videos in "one nearly continuous
advertisement," she notes that its use of avant-garde techniques and Hollywood pastiche have made MTV a
popular, postmodernist success. Kaplan examines the business side of MTV, then delves into the rock videos
themselves, which she divides into five distinct types (romantic, socially conscious, nihilistic, classical and
postmodern). She also considers violence in videos, commenting on Tom Petty's "Don't Come Around Here
No More," which many consider typically nasty: "The events do not have the overall investment in a certain
kind of desire that the sadistic narrative usually has." In general, Kaplan argues that MTV "utilizes
adolescent desire for its own commercial ends." Her conclusions about the long-range implications of MTV
and today's "massified youth culture" are perceptive, depressing and probing.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jasmine Myers:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Rocking Around the Clock: Music Television, Post
Modernism and Consumer Culture. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as
we know about how is important a book Rocking Around the Clock: Music Television, Post Modernism and
Consumer Culture. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Susan Belcher:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Rocking Around
the Clock: Music Television, Post Modernism and Consumer Culture suitable to you? The book was written
by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Rocking Around the Clock: Music Television, Post
Modernism and Consumer Cultureis the main of several books in which everyone read now. This specific
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.



Robert Ford:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be examine. Rocking Around the Clock: Music Television, Post Modernism and
Consumer Culture can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Candace Mathieu:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is known as of book Rocking Around the Clock: Music Television, Post Modernism and Consumer Culture.
You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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