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What impact do sexual politics and queer identities have on the understanding of
‘blackness’ as a set of visual, cultural and intellectual concerns? In Queering
Post-Black Art, Derek Conrad Murray argues that the rise of female, gay and
lesbian artists as legitimate African-American creative voices is essential to the
development of black art. He considers iconic works by artists including Glenn
Ligon, Kehinde Wiley, Mickalene Thomas and Kalup Linzy, which question
whether it is possible for blackness to evade its ideologically over-determined
cultural legibility. In their own unique, often satirical way, a new generation of
contemporary African American artists represent the ever-evolving sexual and
gender politics that have come to define the highly controversial notion of ‘post-
black’ art. First coined in 2001, the term ‘post-black’ resonated because it
articulated the frustrations of young African-American artists around notions of
identity and belonging that they perceived to be stifling, reductive and
exclusionary. Since then, these artists have begun to conceive an idea of
blackness that is beyond marginalization and sexual discrimination.
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What impact do sexual politics and queer identities have on the understanding of ‘blackness’ as a set of
visual, cultural and intellectual concerns? In Queering Post-Black Art, Derek Conrad Murray argues that the
rise of female, gay and lesbian artists as legitimate African-American creative voices is essential to the
development of black art. He considers iconic works by artists including Glenn Ligon, Kehinde Wiley,
Mickalene Thomas and Kalup Linzy, which question whether it is possible for blackness to evade its
ideologically over-determined cultural legibility. In their own unique, often satirical way, a new generation
of contemporary African American artists represent the ever-evolving sexual and gender politics that have
come to define the highly controversial notion of ‘post-black’ art. First coined in 2001, the term ‘post-black’
resonated because it articulated the frustrations of young African-American artists around notions of identity
and belonging that they perceived to be stifling, reductive and exclusionary. Since then, these artists have
begun to conceive an idea of blackness that is beyond marginalization and sexual discrimination.
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Editorial Review

Review
‘In Queering Post-Black Art, Murray takes on the project of art history itself, its creation of arbitrary value
that lauds certain efforts and excludes others. Murray parses out and takes on discourses that are key to
understandings of art history, African-American art, and Contemporary art. He is unafraid of speaking truth
to power.' (Cherise Smith, Associate Professor of Art History: African-American and African Diaspora Art
2015-11-10)

“Murray’s book gives a language and a shape to that experience, both for black artists seeking to identify and
stretch the limits placed on them and for art audiences of all backgrounds and races who want to better
appreciate their work.”

(Mary Mann, LA Review of Books 2017-01-22)

About the Author
Derek Conrad Murray is Associate Professor of History of Art and Visual Culture at the University of
California, Santa Cruz and is one of the foremost experts on the subject of contemporary African-American
art. He completed a Ph.D. in the Department of History of Art, Cornell University in 2005.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Myra Flory:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Queering Post-Black Art: Artists Transforming
African-American Identity after Civil Rights (International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) will
make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

James Connell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally
but the problems coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Queering Post-
Black Art: Artists Transforming African-American Identity after Civil Rights (International Library of
Modern and Contemporary Art) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Elaine Jenkins:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Queering Post-Black Art: Artists
Transforming African-American Identity after Civil Rights (International Library of Modern and
Contemporary Art) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Nancy Soto:

You may get this Queering Post-Black Art: Artists Transforming African-American Identity after Civil
Rights (International Library of Modern and Contemporary Art) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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