
Protist Diversity and Geographical
Distribution (Topics in Biodiversity and
Conservation)

From Springer

Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution (Topics in Biodiversity and
Conservation) From Springer

Conservation and biodiversity of protists The conservation of biodiversity is not
just an issue of plants and vertebrates. It is the scarcely visible invertebrates and
myriads of other microscopic organisms that are crucial to the maintenance of
ecological processes on which all larger organisms and the composition of the
atmosphere ultimately depend. Biodiversity and Conservation endeavours to take
an holistic view of biodiversity, and when the opportunity arises to issue
collections of papers dealing with too-often neglected groups of organisms. The
protists, essentially eukaryotes that cannot be classi?ed in the kingdoms of
animals, fungi, or plants, include some of the lea- known groups of organisms on
earth. They are generally treated as a separate kingdom, commonly named
Protista (or Protoctista) in textbooks, but in reality they are a mixture of
organisms with disparate a?nities. Some authors have hypothesized that the
numbers of protists are not especially large, and that many have extraordinarily
wide distributions. However, the p- ture that unfolds from the latest studies
discussed in this issue is di?erent. There are many species with wide ranges, and
proportionately more cosmopolitan species than in macroorganism groups, as a
result of their long evolutionary histories, but there are also de?nite patterns and
geographical restrictions to be found. Further, some protists are linked to host
organisms as mutualists or parasites and necessarily con?ned to the distributions
of their hosts.
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Conservation and biodiversity of protists The conservation of biodiversity is not just an issue of plants and
vertebrates. It is the scarcely visible invertebrates and myriads of other microscopic organisms that are
crucial to the maintenance of ecological processes on which all larger organisms and the composition of the
atmosphere ultimately depend. Biodiversity and Conservation endeavours to take an holistic view of
biodiversity, and when the opportunity arises to issue collections of papers dealing with too-often neglected
groups of organisms. The protists, essentially eukaryotes that cannot be classi?ed in the kingdoms of
animals, fungi, or plants, include some of the lea- known groups of organisms on earth. They are generally
treated as a separate kingdom, commonly named Protista (or Protoctista) in textbooks, but in reality they are
a mixture of organisms with disparate a?nities. Some authors have hypothesized that the numbers of protists
are not especially large, and that many have extraordinarily wide distributions. However, the p- ture that
unfolds from the latest studies discussed in this issue is di?erent. There are many species with wide ranges,
and proportionately more cosmopolitan species than in macroorganism groups, as a result of their long
evolutionary histories, but there are also de?nite patterns and geographical restrictions to be found. Further,
some protists are linked to host organisms as mutualists or parasites and necessarily con?ned to the
distributions of their hosts.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

There is still a widespread belief that microscopic organisms, such as bacteria, fungi, protists, and small
multicellulars, have a cosmopolitan distribution due to a presumed easy dispersal by wind and water.
However, the contributions collected in this book – ranging from protists to rotifers and mosses – show that
microorganisms have community structures and biogeographies similar to those found in animals and
vascular plants, although the ranges of many can be wider and local endemism is rarer. Accordingly, the
cosmopolitan distribution model of Finlay & Fenchel is to be replaced by the moderate endemicity model of
Foissner, which assumes that one third of microscopic organisms are morphological and/or genetic
endemics. This has far-reaching consequences for estimates of the number of species and their conservation.
There is convincing evidence that we know only about 20% of the actual diversity in many protist groups,
especially saprotrophs and heterotrophs such as amoebae, flagellates, and ciliates. It is probable that this
great diversity of microscopic organisms is caused by low extinction rates over geological time, and short
generation times which foster dispersal of genetic variants. That the great diversity of microorganisms has
remained unrecognized for such a long time has several reasons, of which the most serious is a shortage of
taxonomists. Considering the dramatic losses of habitats occurring, especially in the tropics, a large portion
of the Earth’s protist biodiversity will disappear before it has been discovered.

Reprinted from Biodiversity and Conservation, volume 17:2 (2008)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Guyton:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution (Topics in
Biodiversity and Conservation) was making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Protist Diversity and Geographical
Distribution (Topics in Biodiversity and Conservation) is not only giving you much more new information
but also for being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your
guide. Try to make relationship with the book Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution (Topics in
Biodiversity and Conservation). You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Gerard Williams:

Here thing why this kind of Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution (Topics in Biodiversity and
Conservation) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Protist Diversity and
Geographical Distribution (Topics in Biodiversity and Conservation) giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with Protist Diversity and



Geographical Distribution (Topics in Biodiversity and Conservation). It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Protist Diversity and Geographical
Distribution (Topics in Biodiversity and Conservation) in e-book can be your alternate.

Hubert Wooten:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution (Topics in Biodiversity and
Conservation) book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here
are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer connected with Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution (Topics in
Biodiversity and Conservation) content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution (Topics in Biodiversity and
Conservation) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ann Foley:

The e-book untitled Protist Diversity and Geographical Distribution (Topics in Biodiversity and
Conservation) is the reserve that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Protist Diversity and Geographical
Distribution (Topics in Biodiversity and Conservation) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.
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