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In the early 1820s, in the gloomy aftermath of the 1789 Revolution and the
Napoleonic wars, the French Romantic painter Théodore Géricault (1791-1824)
made five portraits of patients in an asylum or clinic. No depictions of madness
before or since can compare with them for humanity, straightforwardness and
immediacy. Why were they painted? For whom? Art-historical ways of
accounting for them open up questions about the nature of psychoanalytic
interpretation. The portraits challenge us to find responses in ourselves to the
face and the embodied mysteries of the other person, and to our own internal
(unconscious, disavowed) otherness: in this sense, Géricault was a “painter-
analyst”.

The challenge could not be more urgent, in our world of suspicion of the
stranger, and of the medicalization of madness. The book sketches the history of
this last process, from the Enlightenment through to the Revolution and its public
health policies, to the birth of the asylum in its interface with the penal system.
But there was also a new medico-philosophical conviction that the mad were
never wholly mad, and their suffering and disturbance might best be addressed
through relationship and speech. For contemporaries like Stendhal and Hegel, we
are all split subjects. The portraits, painted during a period of unprecedented
social, cultural and economic transformation, on the threshold of modernity,
register a critical moment in the history of psychotherapy and psychiatry, and of
the human subject itself. They help us grasp and give proper value to some of the
living roots of psychoanalysis.
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In the early 1820s, in the gloomy aftermath of the 1789 Revolution and the Napoleonic wars, the French
Romantic painter Théodore Géricault (1791-1824) made five portraits of patients in an asylum or clinic. No
depictions of madness before or since can compare with them for humanity, straightforwardness and
immediacy. Why were they painted? For whom? Art-historical ways of accounting for them open up
questions about the nature of psychoanalytic interpretation. The portraits challenge us to find responses in
ourselves to the face and the embodied mysteries of the other person, and to our own internal (unconscious,
disavowed) otherness: in this sense, Géricault was a “painter-analyst”.

The challenge could not be more urgent, in our world of suspicion of the stranger, and of the medicalization
of madness. The book sketches the history of this last process, from the Enlightenment through to the
Revolution and its public health policies, to the birth of the asylum in its interface with the penal system. But
there was also a new medico-philosophical conviction that the mad were never wholly mad, and their
suffering and disturbance might best be addressed through relationship and speech. For contemporaries like
Stendhal and Hegel, we are all split subjects. The portraits, painted during a period of unprecedented social,
cultural and economic transformation, on the threshold of modernity, register a critical moment in the history
of psychotherapy and psychiatry, and of the human subject itself. They help us grasp and give proper value
to some of the living roots of psychoanalysis.
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Editorial Review

Review
'The scope of this book is remarkable. Robert Snell's meditation on five portraits of mad people by Gericault
is the springboard for a fascinating cultural investigation. He surveys two centuries of change in the
understanding of human nature, and considers how this is reflected in changing approaches to the treatment
of madness. The breadth and depth of scholarship on offer here is exceptional, and this admirable book is an
object lesson in the relation of psychoanalysis to the history of ideas.'- Michael Parsons, British
Psychoanalytical Society and French Psychoanalytic Association'This important book is for anyone
interested in how history affects who we are. In a fascinating and rigorous account, Robert Snell shows us
the link between emancipatory and repressive forces in ourselves, and such forces in society.'- Professor Del
Loewenthal, Director of the Research Centre for Therapeutic Education, University of Roehampton,
London'Gericault's depictions of the insane are among the most compelling images produced during the
Romantic era in France. Robert Snell balances art-historical andpsychoanalytic readings in an interplay
between biography, intellectual and cultural history, and the history of madness and post-Revolutionary
painting. Insightful questions reveal the psychoanalyst's skilful probing, deftly integrated with keen visual
analyses which clarify links between the paintings and their historical matrix. This is an original analysis, in
a distinctive and engaging voice.'- Therese Dolan, Professor of Art History, Temple University, Tyler School
of Art, Philadelphia, USA

About the Author
Robert Snell is an analytic psychotherapist, a member of the British Psychotherapy Foundation, and an
Honorary Senior Research Fellow in the Centre for Therapeutic Education at Roehampton University. He
has a doctorate in the history of art from the Courtauld Institute, and is the author of Théophile Gautier: A
Romantic Critic of the Visual Arts, co-author with Del Loewenthal of Postmodernism for Psychotherapists:
A Critical Reader, and author of Uncertainties, Mysteries, Doubts, Romanticism and the Analytic Attitude.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Warden:

The book Portraits of the Insane: Theodore Gericault and the Birth of the Subject of Psychotherapy can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the good thing like a book Portraits of the Insane: Theodore Gericault and the Birth of the Subject of
Psychotherapy? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many
data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take
for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Portraits of the Insane: Theodore
Gericault and the Birth of the Subject of Psychotherapy has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.



Carl White:

Portraits of the Insane: Theodore Gericault and the Birth of the Subject of Psychotherapy can be one of your
nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering
the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Portraits of the Insane: Theodore Gericault and the Birth of the Subject of Psychotherapy although doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
pondering.

Richard Shumate:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book.
Typically the book that recommended to you personally is Portraits of the Insane: Theodore Gericault and
the Birth of the Subject of Psychotherapy this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he makes this
book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Ronna Rutledge:

Beside this kind of Portraits of the Insane: Theodore Gericault and the Birth of the Subject of Psychotherapy
in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Portraits of the Insane: Theodore Gericault and the Birth of the
Subject of Psychotherapy because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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