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Published Nov 25, 2003 by Addison-Wesley Professional. Part of the Tools and
Techniques for Computer Typesetting series. The series editor may be contacted
at frank.mittelbach@latex-project.org. LaTeX is the text-preparation system of
choice for scientists and academics, and is especially useful for typesetting
technical materials. This popular book shows you how to begin using LaTeX to
create high-quality documents. The book also serves as a handy reference for all
LaTeX users. In this completely revised edition, the authors cover the LaTeX2ε
standard and offer more details, examples, exercises, tips, and tricks. They go
beyond the core installation to describe the key contributed packages that have
become essential to LaTeX processing.
Inside, you will find:

Complete coverage of LaTeX fundamentals, including how to input text,●

symbols, and mathematics; how to produce lists and tables; how to include
graphics and color; and how to organize and customize documents
Discussion of more advanced concepts such as bibliographical databases and●

BIBTeX, math extensions with AMS-LaTeX, drawing, slides, and letters
Helpful appendices on installation, error messages, creating packages, using●

LaTeX with HTML and XML, and fonts
An extensive alphabetized listing of commands and their uses●

New to this edition:

More emphasis on LaTeX as a markup language that separates content and●

form--consistent with the essence of XML
Detailed discussions of contributed packages alongside relevant standard topics●

In-depth information on PDF output, including extensive coverage of how to●

use the hyperref package to create links, bookmarks, and active buttons

As did the three best-selling editions that preceded it,  Guide to LaTeX, Fourth
Edition,  will prove indispensable to anyone wishing to gain the benefits of
LaTeX.
The accompanying CD-ROM is part of the TeX Live set distributed by TeX
Users Groups, containing a full LaTeX installation for Windows, MacOSX, and
Linux, as well as many extensions, including those discussed in the book.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

LaTeX is the text-preparation system of choice for scientists and academics, and is especially useful for
typesetting technical materials. This popular book shows you how to begin using LaTeX to create high-
quality documents. The book also serves as a handy reference for all LaTeX users. In this completely revised
edition, the authors cover the LaTeX2ε standard and offer more details, examples, exercises, tips, and tricks.
They go beyond the core installation to describe the key contributed packages that have become essential to
LaTeX processing.
Inside, you will find:

Complete coverage of LaTeX fundamentals, including how to input text, symbols, and mathematics; how●

to produce lists and tables; how to include graphics and color; and how to organize and customize
documents
Discussion of more advanced concepts such as bibliographical databases and BIBTeX, math extensions●

with AMS-LaTeX, drawing, slides, and letters
Helpful appendices on installation, error messages, creating packages, using LaTeX with HTML and XML,●

and fonts
An extensive alphabetized listing of commands and their uses●

New to this edition:

More emphasis on LaTeX as a markup language that separates content and form--consistent with the●

essence of XML
Detailed discussions of contributed packages alongside relevant standard topics●

In-depth information on PDF output, including extensive coverage of how to use the hyperref package to●

create links, bookmarks, and active buttons

As did the three best-selling editions that preceded it,  Guide to LaTeX, Fourth Edition,  will prove
indispensable to anyone wishing to gain the benefits of LaTeX.
The accompanying CD-ROM is part of the TeX Live set distributed by TeX Users Groups, containing a full
LaTeX installation for Windows, MacOSX, and Linux, as well as many extensions, including those
discussed in the book.
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Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

A new edition to A Guide to LaTeX begs the fundamental question: Has LaTeX changed so much since the
appearance of the third edition in 1999 that a new release of this book is justified?

The simple answer to that question is 'Well,. . . .' In 1994, the LaTeX world was in upheaval with the issue of
the new version LaTeX2ε, and the second edition of the Guide came out just then to act as the bridge
between the old and new versions. By 1998, the initial teething problems had been worked out and corrected
through semiannual releases, and the third edition could describe an established, working system. However,
homage was still paid to the older 2.09 version since many users still employed its familiar syntax, although
they were most likely to be using it in a LaTeX2ε environment. LaTeX has now reached a degree of stability
that since 2000 the regular updates have been reduced to annual events, which often appear months after the
nominal date, something that does not worry anyone. The old version 2.09 is obsolete and should no longer
play any role in such a book. In this fourth edition, it is reduced to an appendix just to document its syntax
and usage.

But if LaTeX itself has not changed substantially since 1999, many of its peripherals have. The rise of
programs such as pdfTeX and dvipdfm for PDF output adds new possibilities, which are realized, not in
LaTeX directly, but by means of more modern packages to extend the basic features. The distribution of
TeX/LaTeX installations has changed, such that most users are given a complete, ready-to-run setup, with all
the 'extras' that previously had to be obtained separately. Those extras include user-contributed packages,
many of which are now considered indispensable. Today 'the LaTeX system' includes much more than the
basic kernel by Leslie Lamport, encompassing the contributions of hundreds of other people. This edition
reflects this increase in breadth.

The changes to the fourth edition are mainly those of emphasis.

The material has been reorganized into 'Basics' and 'Beyond the Basics' ('advanced' sounds too1.
intimidating) while the appendices contain topics that can be skipped by most everyday users. One
exception: Appendix G is an alphabetized command summary that many people find extremely useful
(including ourselves).

This reorganizing is meant to stress certain aspects over others. For example, the section on graphics
inclusion and color was originally treated as an exotic extra, relegated to an appendix on extensions; in the
third edition, it was moved up to be included in a front chapter along with the picture environment and
floats; now it dominates Chapter 8 all on its own, the floats come in the following Chapter 9, and picture
is banished to the later Chapter 16. This is not to say that the picture features are no good, but only that
they are very specialized. We add descriptions of additional drawing possibilities there too.
It is stressed as much as possible that LaTeX is a markup language, with separation of content and form.2.
Typographical settings should be placed in the preamble, while the body contains only logical markup.
This is in keeping with the modern ideas of XML, where form and content are radically segregated.
Throughout this edition, contributed packages are explained at the point in the text where they are most3.
relevant. The fancyhdr package comes in the section on page styles, natbib where literature citations
are explained. This stresses that these 'extensions' are part of the LaTeX system as a whole. However, to
remind users that they must still be explicitly loaded, a marginal note is placed at the start of their
descriptions.
PDF output is taken for granted throughout the book, in addition to the classical DVI format. This means4.
that the added possibilities of pdfTeX and dvipdfm are explained where they are relevant. A separate



Chapter 13 on PostScript and PDF is still necessary, and the hyperref package, the best interface for
PDF output with all its bells and whistles, is explained in detail. PDF is also included in Chapter 17 on
presentation material.

On the other hand, the other Web output formats, HTML and XML, are only dealt with briefly in
Appendix E, since these are large topics treated in other books, most noticeably the LaTeX Web
Companion.
This book is being distributed with a modified version of one of the CDs from the TeX Live set. It5.
contains a full TeX and LaTeX installation for Windows, Macintosh OSX, and Linux, plus many of the
myriad extensions that exist. We once again express our hope that this Guide will prove more than useful
to all those who wish to find their way through the intricate world of LaTeX. And with the addition of the
included TeX Live CD, that world is brought even closer to their doorsteps.

Helmut Kopka and Patrick W. Daly
September 2003
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Garcia:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this Guide to LaTeX (4th Edition) book
as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Freddy Lamberth:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Guide to LaTeX (4th Edition)
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react when it comes
to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you could pick Guide to LaTeX (4th Edition) become your starter.

Kerry Erdman:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Guide to LaTeX (4th Edition) can give you a lot of good



friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Guide to LaTeX (4th Edition).

Jessica Rodriguez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Guide to LaTeX (4th
Edition).
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