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A thorough and hard-hitting critique that is a must read for anyone
interested in the interaction between religion and science.

It has become the prevalent view among sociologists, historians, and some
theistic scientists that religion and science have never been in serious conflict.
Some even claim that Christianity was responsible for the development of
science. In a sweeping historical survey that begins with ancient Greek science
and proceeds through the Renaissance and Enlightenment to contemporary
advances in physics and cosmology, Stenger makes a convincing case that not
only is this conclusion false, but Christianity actually held back the progress of
science for one thousand years. It is significant, he notes, that the scientific
revolution of the seventeenth century occurred only after the revolts against
established ecclesiastic authorities in the Renaissance and Reformation opened
up new avenues of thought.

The author goes on to detail how religion and science are fundamentally
incompatible in several areas: the origin of the universe and its physical
parameters, the origin of complexity, holism versus reductionism, the nature of
mind and consciousness, and the source of morality. In the end, Stenger is most
troubled by the negative influence that organized religion often exerts on politics
and society. He points out antiscientific attitudes embedded in popular religion
that are being used to suppress scientific results on issues of global importance,
such as overpopulation and environmental degradation. When religion fosters
disrespect for science, it threatens the generations of humanity that will follow
ours.
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A thorough and hard-hitting critique that is a must read for anyone interested in the interaction
between religion and science.

It has become the prevalent view among sociologists, historians, and some theistic scientists that religion and
science have never been in serious conflict. Some even claim that Christianity was responsible for the
development of science. In a sweeping historical survey that begins with ancient Greek science and proceeds
through the Renaissance and Enlightenment to contemporary advances in physics and cosmology, Stenger
makes a convincing case that not only is this conclusion false, but Christianity actually held back the
progress of science for one thousand years. It is significant, he notes, that the scientific revolution of the
seventeenth century occurred only after the revolts against established ecclesiastic authorities in the
Renaissance and Reformation opened up new avenues of thought.

The author goes on to detail how religion and science are fundamentally incompatible in several areas: the
origin of the universe and its physical parameters, the origin of complexity, holism versus reductionism, the
nature of mind and consciousness, and the source of morality. In the end, Stenger is most troubled by the
negative influence that organized religion often exerts on politics and society. He points out antiscientific
attitudes embedded in popular religion that are being used to suppress scientific results on issues of global
importance, such as overpopulation and environmental degradation. When religion fosters disrespect for
science, it threatens the generations of humanity that will follow ours.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for the New York Times bestseller God: The Failed Hypothesis:

"I learned an enormous amount from this splendid book."
-Richard Dawkins, author of the New York Times best-seller The God Delusion

"Marshalling converging arguments from physics, astronomy, biology, and philosophy, Stenger has
delivered a masterful blow in defense of reason. God: The Failed Hypothesis is a potent, readable, and well-
timed assault upon religious delusion. It should be widely read."
-Sam Harris, author of the New York Times bestsellers, The End of Faith and Letter to a Christian Nation

"Extremely tough and impressive...a great book...a huge addition to the arsenal of argument."
-Christopher Hitchens, author of the New York Times bestseller God Is Not Great

About the Author
Victor J. Stenger (1935 - 2014) was an adjunct professor of philosophy at the University of Colorado and
emeritus professor of physics and astronomy at the University of Hawaii. He was the author of the New York
Times bestseller God: The Failed Hypothesis, God and the Atom, God and the Folly of Faith, The
Comprehensible Cosmos, and many other books.

From the Hardcover edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

Typically the book God and the Folly of Faith: The Incompatibility of Science and Religion will bring one to
the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book God and the Folly of Faith: The
Incompatibility of Science and Religion is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Kenneth Hoy:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This God and the Folly of Faith: The
Incompatibility of Science and Religion is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.



Mary Wright:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This God and the Folly of Faith: The Incompatibility
of Science and Religion can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have
point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have God and the
Folly of Faith: The Incompatibility of Science and Religion.

Kaye Hensley:

You will get this God and the Folly of Faith: The Incompatibility of Science and Religion by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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