
Gender Violence: A Cultural Perspective

By Sally Engle Merry

Gender Violence: A Cultural Perspective By Sally Engle Merry

Taking an anthropological perspective, this comprehensive book offers a highly
readable and concise overview of what constitutes gender violence, its social
context, and important directions in intervention and reform.

Uses stories, personal accounts, case studies and a global perspective to provide●

a vivid and engaging portrait of forms of violence in gendered relationships
Extensively covers many forms of gender violence including domestic●

violence, rape, murder, wartime sexual assault, prison and police violence,
female genital cutting, dowry murders, female infanticide, “honor” killings, and
sex trafficking
Examines major approaches to diminishing gender violence such as●

criminalization, batterer retraining programs, and human rights interventions
Highlights the role of social movements in defining the problem and mobilizing●

reforms in the US and internationally
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Editorial Review

Review
This acute analysis raises a troubling paradox: neither the growing awareness of gender violence, nor the
activism directed toward it have lessened its incidence. If anything can make a difference, however, this
book will.
-Jean Comaroff, University of Chicago

Gender Violence skillfully charts a tempered course through some of the most charged and globally relevant
issues today. Sally Merry draws on her extensive and long-term research both to provide a primer for
neophytes in how to think about gender violence and a sophisticated analysis of the structural conditions that
unevenly distribute those subject to it. With critical care, she adheres to the complex and ambiguous social,
personal, and political predicaments that foster its occlusion while addressing how activism has shaped the
changing terms in which it is made visible, confronted, and understood.
-Ann Laura Stoler, The New School

From the Back Cover
This concise introduction defines gender violence in social and cultural terms. Through personal accounts
and ethnographic case studies, Sally Engle Merry provides a vivid portrait of many forms of violence in
gendered relationships. Domestic violence, rape, murder, wartime sexual assault, prison and police violence,
murder, female genital cutting, female infanticide, “honor” killings, and trafficking are all analyzed
extensively. Merry examines major social movements and other efforts to diminish gender violence such as
criminalization, batterer retraining programs, and human rights interventions.

Gender Violence: A Cultural Perspective challenges readers to confront gender violence as a social problem
deeply embedded in inequalities of class, race, and nation as well as gender. It offers a highly readable and
clear overview of what constitutes gender violence, its social context, and its history as a public issue. It is
invaluable as a guide to this complex and important social problem.

About the Author
Sally Engle Merry is Professor of Anthropology and Director of the Law and Society Program at New York
University. Her recent books include Human Rights and Gender Violence: Translating International Law
into Local Justice (2006), and The Practice of Human Rights: Tracking Law between the Local and the
Global, (co-edited with Mark Goodale; 2007). She is past president of the Law and Society Association and
the Association for Political and Legal Anthropology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leticia Hodges:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is



high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that Gender Violence: A Cultural Perspective
book as beginning and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ollie Waymire:

This Gender Violence: A Cultural Perspective are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this Gender Violence: A Cultural Perspective can be among the great books
you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information
that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Gender Violence: A Cultural
Perspective forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Patrick Reyes:

The e-book untitled Gender Violence: A Cultural Perspective is the book that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when
write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Gender Violence: A Cultural Perspective from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy
free time.

Christopher Walker:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is
Gender Violence: A Cultural Perspective.
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