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This volume represents a case study of African responses to American
missionary efforts in colonial and post-colonial Zaire. Jack Nelson describes how
conflict emerged when missionary attempts to control the rate and nature of
change and to protect the church community from corrupting Western influences
confronted African aspirations to overcome foreign domination through
education and economic means. Nelson relates an account of social forces
transforming the missionaries' designs in the midst of colonial efforts, the
encroachment of a cash economy, the rise of nationalism and political struggles,
and the formation of social classes.

As a sociology of religion study, Christian Missionizing and Social
Transformation analyzes both the changing social context in which a very
prominent church community in Zaire was founded and developed and how the
dynamics of change influenced African responses to missionary educational and
evangelizing efforts. As a historical study, it documents one of the most severe
struggles between a church community and a mission organization that occurred
in the wake of Zairian independence. As a critique of American missionary
practices, the study probes the ideals of a popular philosophy of mission and the
reality of the implementation of that philosophy. As a study of the nature of the
difficulties and conflicts within an African church, it offers considerable insight
into the manner in which Africans are coping with the missionary legacy, the
professionalizing of African clergy, the church as a development organization,
and the ongoing efforts on the part of African theological students to produce an
indigenous theology.
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This volume represents a case study of African responses to American missionary efforts in colonial and
post-colonial Zaire. Jack Nelson describes how conflict emerged when missionary attempts to control the
rate and nature of change and to protect the church community from corrupting Western influences
confronted African aspirations to overcome foreign domination through education and economic means.
Nelson relates an account of social forces transforming the missionaries' designs in the midst of colonial
efforts, the encroachment of a cash economy, the rise of nationalism and political struggles, and the
formation of social classes.

As a sociology of religion study, Christian Missionizing and Social Transformation analyzes both the
changing social context in which a very prominent church community in Zaire was founded and developed
and how the dynamics of change influenced African responses to missionary educational and evangelizing
efforts. As a historical study, it documents one of the most severe struggles between a church community and
a mission organization that occurred in the wake of Zairian independence. As a critique of American
missionary practices, the study probes the ideals of a popular philosophy of mission and the reality of the
implementation of that philosophy. As a study of the nature of the difficulties and conflicts within an African
church, it offers considerable insight into the manner in which Africans are coping with the missionary
legacy, the professionalizing of African clergy, the church as a development organization, and the ongoing
efforts on the part of African theological students to produce an indigenous theology.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

JACK E. NELSON is Assistant Professor at Temple University Tokyo, Japan. Nelson's early childhood was
spent in Eastern Zaire, where his parents operated a mission hospital from 1954-1962.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Medellin:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Christian Missionizing and Social
Transformation: A History of Conflict and Change in Eastern Zaire is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ben Hernandez:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the guide untitled Christian Missionizing and Social Transformation: A History of
Conflict and Change in Eastern Zaire can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lot
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually Christian Missionizing and Social Transformation: A History of Conflict and Change in
Eastern Zaire.



Jack Bell:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled Christian
Missionizing and Social Transformation: A History of Conflict and Change in Eastern Zaire your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Christian Missionizing and Social Transformation: A
History of Conflict and Change in Eastern Zaire giving you one more experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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