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Metallica, the seventh-biggest recording act in American history, are
consummate musicians--but it wasn't always that way. A significant proportion
of their playing expertise was acquired from a pivotal three-year period in their
history--1983 to 1986--during which their music, a potent variant of thrash metal,
evolved from garage level to sophisticated, progressive heights thanks to the
teachings of their bass player, Cliff Burton. The San Francisco-raised Burton,
born in 1962, pushed the band to new musical levels with his musical training,
songwriting ability and phenomenal bass guitar skills. Across three albums--Kill
'Em All (1983), Ride The Lightning (1985) and Metallica's undisputed
masterpiece, Master Of Puppets (1986)--Burton's awe-inspiring playing, derived
from a unique blend of classical and punk approaches, received worldwide
recognition from fans and bass players alike. He was the first heavy metal bassist
since Black Sabbath's Geezer Butler to regard the bass as a lead instrument,
delivering intricate live solos based on classical fugues and even laying down a
solo track on Metallica's debut album. Cliff's life was short but influential; his
death was sudden and shocking. At the age of just 24, he was killed when
Metallica's tourbus overturned on a remote Swedish mountain road in the early
hours of September 27, 1986 for reasons which have still not been ascertained: he
was crushed to death after being thrown from his bunk through a window. The
driver, who has never been identified, told the rest of the band that the bus had hit
black ice, leading to the accident: singer James Hetfield refused to believe him
and has often spoken publicly about his doubts. With Cliff's death, Metallica's
most critically acclaimed period of activity ended. They went on to record huge-
selling albums, but by their own admission never pushed the creative envelope as
radically as they had done in the first four years of their career.
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Metallica, the seventh-biggest recording act in American history, are consummate musicians--but it wasn't
always that way. A significant proportion of their playing expertise was acquired from a pivotal three-year
period in their history--1983 to 1986--during which their music, a potent variant of thrash metal, evolved
from garage level to sophisticated, progressive heights thanks to the teachings of their bass player, Cliff
Burton. The San Francisco-raised Burton, born in 1962, pushed the band to new musical levels with his
musical training, songwriting ability and phenomenal bass guitar skills. Across three albums--Kill 'Em All
(1983), Ride The Lightning (1985) and Metallica's undisputed masterpiece, Master Of Puppets (1986)--
Burton's awe-inspiring playing, derived from a unique blend of classical and punk approaches, received
worldwide recognition from fans and bass players alike. He was the first heavy metal bassist since Black
Sabbath's Geezer Butler to regard the bass as a lead instrument, delivering intricate live solos based on
classical fugues and even laying down a solo track on Metallica's debut album. Cliff's life was short but
influential; his death was sudden and shocking. At the age of just 24, he was killed when Metallica's tourbus
overturned on a remote Swedish mountain road in the early hours of September 27, 1986 for reasons which
have still not been ascertained: he was crushed to death after being thrown from his bunk through a window.
The driver, who has never been identified, told the rest of the band that the bus had hit black ice, leading to
the accident: singer James Hetfield refused to believe him and has often spoken publicly about his doubts.
With Cliff's death, Metallica's most critically acclaimed period of activity ended. They went on to record
huge-selling albums, but by their own admission never pushed the creative envelope as radically as they had
done in the first four years of their career.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Joel McIver is the bestselling author of Justice for All: The Truth About Metallica which has been translated
into 9 languages. He has written for Rolling Stone, The Guardian, Metal Hammer, Classic Rock, and he is
the occasional guest on BBC. He is currently the editor of Bass Guitar magazine. Classic Rock magazine has
called him "by some distance Britain's most prolific hard rock/metal author." He wrote the official biography
of the world's biggest death metal band, Cannibal Corpse and co-wrote Megadeath's bio from bass player
David Ellefson.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Huffman:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this To Live Is To Die: The life and death of Metallica's Cliff Burton.

Arthur Smith:

The actual book To Live Is To Die: The life and death of Metallica's Cliff Burton will bring someone to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case
you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book To Live Is To Die: The life
and death of Metallica's Cliff Burton is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Carman Robertson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this To Live Is To Die: The life and death
of Metallica's Cliff Burton e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty To Live Is To Die:
The life and death of Metallica's Cliff Burton as good book not just by the cover but also through the content.
This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to
one more sixth sense.



Joan Munoz:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This To Live Is To Die: The life and death of
Metallica's Cliff Burton is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition
to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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