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To Be Cared For offers a unique view into the conceptual and moral world of
slum-bound Dalits (“untouchables”) in the South Indian city of Chennai.
Focusing on the decision by many women to embrace locally specific forms of
Pentecostal Christianity, Nathaniel Roberts challenges dominant anthropological
understandings of religion as a matter of culture and identity, as well as Indian
nationalist narratives of Christianity as a “foreign” ideology that disrupts local
communities. Far from being a divisive force, conversion integrates the slum
community—Christians and Hindus alike—by addressing hidden moral fault
lines that subtly pit residents against one another in a national context that
renders Dalits outsiders in their own land."
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Editorial Review

Review

"A major contibution to the anthropology of Christianity but also to the wider anthropology of religion as
well as gender, class, and postcolonialism."
(Anthropology Review Database 2016-05-31)

From the Inside Flap

"To be Cared For is a richly layered critique of elite discourses and anxieties about caste and conversion in
India through a moving and insightful ethnography of religious practices and morality among the profoundly
dispossessed. At once about caste, gender, hunger, injustice, and caring, this beautifully written book carries
an analytical heft rarely seen in such grounded ethnographies."
—Raka Ray, Professor of Sociology and South and Southeast Asia Studies, University of California,
Berkeley
 
"This is a remarkable book, supported by painstaking ethnographic research and written with clarity and
sensitivity. To Be Cared For takes a hugely complex subject and gives us new points of departure. It shows
how anthropological approaches to religion, identity, and conversion need to change. It helps the reader
rethink the nature of religion, culture, and truth—matters urgent to people facing discrimination, extreme
poverty, and acute uncertainty."
—David Mosse, Professor of Anthropology, School of African and Oriental Studies, University of London
 
"This remarkable ethnography tells a fascinating story with critical skill and compassion. Religion here is
how people live, not what official doctrine says. Nathaniel Roberts gives us a complicated picture of moral
contradictions and religious insights. This book is essential reading for anthropologists and others interested
in the roles of religion in the modern world."
—Talal Asad, Distinguished Professor of Anthropology, the Graduate Center, City University of New York

About the Author

Nathaniel Roberts is Research Fellow at the Max Planck Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic
Diversity, Germany. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Canton:

This To Be Cared For: The Power of Conversion and Foreignness of Belonging in an Indian Slum (The
Anthropology of Christianity) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get
details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular To Be Cared For:
The Power of Conversion and Foreignness of Belonging in an Indian Slum (The Anthropology of
Christianity) without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and



analyzing. Don't become worry To Be Cared For: The Power of Conversion and Foreignness of Belonging in
an Indian Slum (The Anthropology of Christianity) can bring when you are and not make your carrier space
or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This To Be
Cared For: The Power of Conversion and Foreignness of Belonging in an Indian Slum (The Anthropology of
Christianity) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

June Hargrove:

The actual book To Be Cared For: The Power of Conversion and Foreignness of Belonging in an Indian
Slum (The Anthropology of Christianity) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author
style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal
to you. The book To Be Cared For: The Power of Conversion and Foreignness of Belonging in an Indian
Slum (The Anthropology of Christianity) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Gregory Eubanks:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire
day to reading a publication. The book To Be Cared For: The Power of Conversion and Foreignness of
Belonging in an Indian Slum (The Anthropology of Christianity) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not
have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read
this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.

Nancy Landry:

This To Be Cared For: The Power of Conversion and Foreignness of Belonging in an Indian Slum (The
Anthropology of Christianity) is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some information since
it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this To Be Cared For: The Power of Conversion and
Foreignness of Belonging in an Indian Slum (The Anthropology of Christianity) can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.
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