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The Antinomies of Realism is a history ofthe nineteenth-century realist novel and
its legacy told without a glimmer of nostalgia for artistic achievements that the
movement of history makes it impossible to recreate. The works of Zola, Tolstoy,
Pérez Galdós, and George Eliot are in the most profound sense inimitable, yet
continue to dominate the novel form to this day. Novels to emerge since struggle
to reconcile the social conditions of their own creation with the history of this
mode of writing: the so-called modernist novel is one attempted solution to this
conflict, as is the ever-more impoverished variety of commercial
narratives – what today’s book reviewers dub “serious novels,” which are an
attempt at the impossible endeavor to roll back the past. 

Fredric Jameson examines the most influential theories of artistic and literary
realism, approaching the subject himself in terms of the social and historical
preconditions for realism’s emergence. The realist novel combined an attention
to the body and its states of feeling with a focus on the quest for individual
realization within the confines of history. 

In contemporary writing, other forms of representation – for which the term
“postmodern” is too glib – have become visible: for example, in the historical
fiction of Hilary Mantel or the stylistic plurality of David Mitchell’s novels.
Contemporary fiction is shown to be conducting startling experiments in the
representation of new realities of a global social totality, modern technological
warfare, and historical developments that, although they saturate every corner of
our lives, only become apparent on rare occasions and by way of the strangest
formal and artistic devices.

In a coda, Jameson explains how “realistic” narratives survived the end of
classical realism. In effect, he provides an argument for the serious study of
popular fiction and mass culture that transcends lazy journalism and the easy
platitudes of recent cultural studies.
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The Antinomies of Realism is a history ofthe nineteenth-century realist novel and its legacy told without a
glimmer of nostalgia for artistic achievements that the movement of history makes it impossible to recreate.
The works of Zola, Tolstoy, Pérez Galdós, and George Eliot are in the most profound sense inimitable, yet
continue to dominate the novel form to this day. Novels to emerge since struggle to reconcile the social
conditions of their own creation with the history of this mode of writing: the so-called modernist novel is one
attempted solution to this conflict, as is the ever-more impoverished variety of commercial narratives – what
today’s book reviewers dub “serious novels,” which are an attempt at the impossible endeavor to roll back
the past. 

Fredric Jameson examines the most influential theories of artistic and literary realism, approaching the
subject himself in terms of the social and historical preconditions for realism’s emergence. The realist novel
combined an attention to the body and its states of feeling with a focus on the quest for individual realization
within the confines of history. 

In contemporary writing, other forms of representation – for which the term “postmodern” is too glib – have
become visible: for example, in the historical fiction of Hilary Mantel or the stylistic plurality of David
Mitchell’s novels. Contemporary fiction is shown to be conducting startling experiments in the
representation of new realities of a global social totality, modern technological warfare, and historical
developments that, although they saturate every corner of our lives, only become apparent on rare occasions
and by way of the strangest formal and artistic devices.

In a coda, Jameson explains how “realistic” narratives survived the end of classical realism. In effect, he
provides an argument for the serious study of popular fiction and mass culture that transcends lazy
journalism and the easy platitudes of recent cultural studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Manifestly displays Jameson’s many virtues as a truly great critic ... It is not always easy to read the work
of someone who just won’t sit on his laurels: but in this case it is worth it.” —Robert Eaglestone, Times
Higher Education

“This latest installment in his epic ‘poetics of social form’ is vintage Jameson: no other critic has his range of
reference in literature and theory, and no one dialecticizes their connections to politics and history with
anything like his transformative energy. Not since Auerbach has ‘realism’ been so penetratingly analyzed or
so radically rethought. With many surprises along the way – such as the new centrality Jameson affords
‘affect’ in the realist novel – the results are absolutely stunning.” —Hal Foster, Princeton University

“Admirable ... Jameson thinks dialectically in the strong sense, in the way we are all supposed to think but
almost no one does.” —Michael Wood, London Review of Books

About the Author
Fredric Jameson is Distinguished Professor of Comparative Literature at Duke University. The author of
numerous books, he has over the last three decades developed a richly nuanced vision of Western culture’s
relation to political economy. He was a recipient of the 2008 Holberg International Memorial Prize. He is the
author of many books, including Postmodernism, Or, The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism; The Cultural
Turn; A Singular Modernity; The Modernist Papers; Archaeologies of the Future; Brecht and Method;
Ideologies of Theory; Valences of the Dialectic; The Hegel Variations; and Representing Capital.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Catherine Crider:

The book The Antinomies Of Realism can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Antinomies Of Realism? A number of you
have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Antinomies Of Realism has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide
open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Zachary Kirkland:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Antinomies Of Realism
is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.



Roderick Grubb:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Antinomies Of Realism can be fine book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Lisa Madruga:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Antinomies Of Realism publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The Antinomies Of Realism as good book but
not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its
deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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