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This landmark history of slavery in the South—a winner of the Bancroft
Prize—challenged conventional views of slaves by illuminating the many forms
of resistance to dehumanization that developed in slave society.

Rather than emphasizing the cruelty and degradation of slavery, historian Eugene
Genovese investigates the ways that slaves forced their owners to acknowledge
their humanity through culture, music, and religion. Not merely passive victims,
the slaves in this account actively engaged with the paternalism of slaveholding
culture in ways that supported their self-respect and aspirations for freedom. Roll,
Jordan, Roll covers a vast range of subjects, from slave weddings and funerals, to
the language, food, clothing, and labor of slaves, and places particular emphasis
on religion as both a major battleground for psychological control and a
paradoxical source of spiritual strength. Displaying keen insight into the minds of
both slaves and slaveholders, Roll, Jordan, Roll is a testament to the power of the
human spirit under conditions of extreme oppression.
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This landmark history of slavery in the South—a winner of the Bancroft Prize—challenged conventional
views of slaves by illuminating the many forms of resistance to dehumanization that developed in slave
society.

Rather than emphasizing the cruelty and degradation of slavery, historian Eugene Genovese investigates the
ways that slaves forced their owners to acknowledge their humanity through culture, music, and religion. Not
merely passive victims, the slaves in this account actively engaged with the paternalism of slaveholding
culture in ways that supported their self-respect and aspirations for freedom. Roll, Jordan, Roll covers a vast
range of subjects, from slave weddings and funerals, to the language, food, clothing, and labor of slaves, and
places particular emphasis on religion as both a major battleground for psychological control and a
paradoxical source of spiritual strength. Displaying keen insight into the minds of both slaves and
slaveholders, Roll, Jordan, Roll is a testament to the power of the human spirit under conditions of extreme
oppression.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The most profound, learned, and detailed analysis of slavery to appear since World War II. It covers an
incredible range of topics and offers fresh insights on  nearly every page. . . . Genovese's great gift is his
ability to penetrate the minds of both slaves and masters, revealing not only how they viewed themselves and
each other, but also how their contradictory perceptions interacted." --The New York Times Book Review

"Without modern peer as an historical narrative, as a sensitive functional analysis of a major region and
period of American society in general, and the Afro-American community in particular." --The New Republic

"Altogether a first-class historical work, enhanced by a good, forthright style" --The New Yorker

"Genovese  has done more than any other American historian to life this tortured subject out of its culture-
bound parochialism." --C. Vann Woodward, The New York Review of Books

From the Inside Flap
A reevaluation of the master-slave relationship in American history.

From the Back Cover
'The most profound, learned and detailed analysis of Negro slavery to appear since World War Il.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edna Pilon:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made. Try to the actual book Roll,
Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit
your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So ,
let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Joseph Taylor:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made
had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The guide Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made is not only giving you
far more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Roll, Jordan, Roll: The
World the Slaves Made. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.



Helen Samuel:

Beside that Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made in your phone, it might give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it
from currently!

Oliver Lyle:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made
can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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