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This third edition of Joe R. Feagin’s Racist America is significantly revised and
updated, with an eye toward racism issues arising regularly in our contemporary
era. This edition incorporates more than two hundred recent research studies and
reports on U.S. racial issues that update and enhance all the last edition’s
chapters. It expands the discussion and data on concepts such as the white racial
frame and systemic racism from research studies by Feagin and his colleagues.
The author has further polished the book to make it yet more readable for
undergraduates, including eliminating repetitive materials, adding headings and
more cross-referencing, and adding new examples, anecdotes, and narratives
about contemporary racism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Racist America is simply the most comprehensive, concise, and useful textbook on systemic racism in the
United States. With its direct and explicit focus on systemic racism this classic in racism studies boldly
navigates students beyond the confusing discursive maze of racism-evasive language like "race" and "the
race issue." For more than a decade now I have used the previous editions in my racism courses with great
success. I look forward to the many new insights and facts of this, the third edition, of Racist America."

- Noel A. Cazenave, Sociology, University of Connecticut

"Racist America offers a timely, accessible, and engaging overview of the intersections of race and power in
the United States. It provides a comprehensive history of racism and a dynamic survey of contemporary
issues. Of particular value, the new edition augments its established account of systematic racism with the
notion of racial framing, a powerful tool for understanding the interplay of structure, ideology, and identity."

-Richard King, Critical Culture, Gender, and Race Studies, Washington State University

"Joe Feagin’s Racist America forces readers to take a hard look at the schizophrenic worlds we live in
regarding race. On one hand we are told repeatedly by the media that the election of a black President has
ushered in an era of that is both post-race and color-blind. We also witness on a daily basis racist affronts
such as a white man dressing up in black face as Tryvon Martin for Halloween, race targeted "stop and frisk"
procedures and systemic institutional racism that maintains white privilege. Through use of historical
analysis and current sociological research Feagin develops a "white frame" that decodes contemporary racist
practices. Feagin’s book is modern day Rosetta Stone for understanding why and how racial inequality is
maintained and reproduced."

-Charles A. Gallagher, Professor and Chair, Sociology and Criminal Justice, La Salle University

"In this day and age, it is rare to read a manuscript on racism that insists on an understanding of the actual
historical, political, and economic foundations of white supremacy over the en vogue post-structural
incantations of identity politics that masquerade as systemic analysis. Unlike many other works in the area of
anti-Black racism, Feagin’s Racist America continues the intellectual radicality of Black thinkers who first
conceptualized the systemic cultural reproduction of American racism. Much like W.E.B. DuBois’s, Joyce
Ladner’s, and the late Derrick Bell’s confrontation with integrationism, Feagin does not flinch against the
post-racialist fantasies of the Obama era and dares America to confront the white imperial delusions
motivating its pretense of democracy."

-Tommy J. Curry, Philosophy, Texas A&M University

"Professor Feagin’s Racist America provides multi-disciplinary analysis of ‘systemic racism’ for my classes
(Race and Racism). I wholeheartedly endorse this new edition adding examples of family wealth racial
disparities, institutional reformulation, ‘other Americans of color’ and symbolic racism in sports media, with



‘framing’ emanating from ‘founding fathers’ and ‘constitutional’ racism."

-James V. Fenelon, Sociology, Director of Center for Indigenous Peoples Studies, California State
University, San Bernardino

"Joe Feagin’s creative and consistent narratives of Racist America draw attention to the prevalence and
subtlety of systemic racism in contemporary U.S. With highly informative and insightful updates, Feagin
once again charts a superb and fascinating critique of the production, reproduction and operation of systemic
racism in the U.S. This powerful book is a must read."

-Anita Kalunta-Crumpton, Administration of Justice, Texas Southern University

"In clear and accessible prose, Feagin summarizes the latest research on discrimination in employment,
housing markets, and the criminal justice system. Anyone inclined to believe that the United States is fast
becoming a 'color-blind' society will be disabused of that notion after reading this book."

-Matthew Nichter, Sociology, Rollins College

"In what has become Joe Feagin’s classic book in the sociology of race and critical studies of racism, Racist
America carries out one of the most thorough and compelling portraits of racial inequality that exists in any
discipline. From housing to education, the labor market to civil rights, the pervasiveness of racism provided
here should put to rest the suggestion that racism is a deviance from the democratic norm. Both systemic and
systematic, racism is thus understood as central to U.S. nation creation and the maintenance of a racialized
order. Using analytic rigor and evidence, Feagin’s book remains the authoritative book for all students and
scholars who are serious in taking on the academic study of race and racism."

-Zeus Leonardo, Social and Cultural Studies, UC Berkeley, and Author of Race Frameworks

"Feagin does an exemplary job outlining the continued significance of racism in society, and he offers a
chapter on anti-racist strategies that can be employed by his white counterparts (essentially speaking) to ease
the existence of its practice.Summing Up: Recommended."

-  M Christian, Lehman College, CHOICE Review

 

 

About the Author

Joe R. Feagin is Ella C. McFadden Professor in sociology at Texas A&M University. Feagin has done
research on racism and sexism issues for decades. He has written 61 scholarly books and more than 200
scholarly articles in his research areas, and one of his books (Ghetto Revolts) was nominated for a Pulitzer
Prize. His numerous Routledge books include Systemic Racism: A Theory of Oppression (2006), Two Faced
Racism: Whites in the Backstage and Frontstage (2007), White Party, White Government: Race, Class, and
U.S. Politics (2012), and The White Racial Frame (Second edition, 2013).

Feagin is the 2012 recipient of the Soka Gakkai International-USA Social Justice Award, the 2013 American
Association for Affirmative Action’s Arthur Fletcher Lifetime Achievement Award, and the 2013 American



Sociological Association’s W. E. B. Du Bois Career of Distinguished Scholarship Award. He was the
1999–2000 president of the American Sociological Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Smith:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that Racist America: Roots, Current Realities,
and Future Reparations book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Robert Brown:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Racist America: Roots, Current Realities, and Future Reparations your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get prior to. The Racist America: Roots, Current Realities, and Future Reparations
giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for
your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Harry Blalock:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Racist America: Roots, Current
Realities, and Future Reparations that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to
start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Racist America: Roots, Current Realities, and Future
Reparations become your own personal starter.

Linda Soto:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all



right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Racist America:
Roots, Current Realities, and Future Reparations which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.
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