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A waiter spills hot coffee on a customer. A person walks on another person’s
land. A moored boat damages a dock during a storm. A frustrated neighbor bangs
on the wall. A reputation is ruined by a mistaken news report. Although the
details vary, the law recognizes all of these as torts, different ways in which one
person wrongs another. Tort law can seem puzzling: sometimes people are made
to pay damages when they are barely or not at fault, while at other times serious
losses go uncompensated. In this pioneering book, Arthur Ripstein brings
coherence and unity to the baffling diversity of tort law in an original theory that
is philosophically grounded and analytically powerful.

Ripstein shows that all torts violate the basic moral idea that each individual is in
charge of his or her own person and property, and never in charge of another
individual’s person or property. Battery and trespass involve one person wrongly
using another’s body or things, while negligence injures others by imposing risks
to them in ways that are inconsistent with their independence. Tort remedies aim
to provide a substitute for the right that was violated.

As Private Wrongs makes clear, tort law not only protects our bodies and
property but constitutes our entitlement to use them as we see fit, consistent with
the entitlement of others to do the same.
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A waiter spills hot coffee on a customer. A person walks on another person’s land. A moored boat damages a
dock during a storm. A frustrated neighbor bangs on the wall. A reputation is ruined by a mistaken news
report. Although the details vary, the law recognizes all of these as torts, different ways in which one person
wrongs another. Tort law can seem puzzling: sometimes people are made to pay damages when they are
barely or not at fault, while at other times serious losses go uncompensated. In this pioneering book, Arthur
Ripstein brings coherence and unity to the baffling diversity of tort law in an original theory that is
philosophically grounded and analytically powerful.

Ripstein shows that all torts violate the basic moral idea that each individual is in charge of his or her own
person and property, and never in charge of another individual’s person or property. Battery and trespass
involve one person wrongly using another’s body or things, while negligence injures others by imposing
risks to them in ways that are inconsistent with their independence. Tort remedies aim to provide a substitute
for the right that was violated.

As Private Wrongs makes clear, tort law not only protects our bodies and property but constitutes our
entitlement to use them as we see fit, consistent with the entitlement of others to do the same.
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Editorial Review

Review
Ripstein is among the world’s leading philosophers. In Private Wrongs he offers a derivation of tort law’s
complex body of rules from a foundational moral principle that is at once elegant, original, and ambitious.
Scholars working in private law and in legal, moral, and political philosophy will be required to engage with
it, and will want to. (John Goldberg, Harvard University)

For those coming to the form of argument presented by Ripstein for the first time, a common reaction may
be ‘Can the law possibly be this clear and straightforward to understand?’ To which the only possible
response is yes. Yes it is. Anyone wishing to cut through the white noise that has come to surround private
law in general, and the law of torts in particular, and hear the truth clearly expressed should read this book.
(Robert Stevens, University of Oxford)

This is a stellar book. Ripstein fully restores what might be called the pre-Holmesian, non-reductive, or
classical account of tort law. He compels us to regard this classical view as a serious and morally significant
option. (Martin J. Stone, Cardozo Law School)

About the Author
Arthur Ripstein is University Professor of Law and Philosophy at the University of Toronto.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Madeline Wayt:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
in comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find publication that
need more time to be go through. Private Wrongs can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Matthew Armstrong:

You could spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This Private Wrongs is simple to develop you
can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to
bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can
save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Eliseo Watkins:

You may get this Private Wrongs by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be



your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such
as now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Steven Simon:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Private Wrongs or even others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Private Wrongs to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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