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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The late Rodman held high-level national security posts in every Republican administration since Nixon’s,
and this posthumous work is his analysis of a president’s foreign-policy apparatus. Nominally, the CIA and
the Departments of State and Defense are executive instruments, but in reality, they have institutional
outlooks and agendas that can conflict with a president’s policies. Control of these bureaucracies, then, is
Rodman’s topic, in which the statutory steering wheel—the National Security Council and its staff—looms
large. Taking each president since Nixon in turn, Rodman appraises the personal interactions of foreign-
policy chieftains with each other and with their chief executive, underlining whether comity or confusion
reigned at the top. Rodman argues that a president’s fortunes in foreign policy depend on his clarity and
decisiveness and on his inclination to work through the bureaucracies or to bypass them. Given the author’s
judgment that a president’s national-security appointments presage whether he becomes their leader or their
captive, observers of the new Obama administration and its inaugural moves in foreign affairs should find
lessons in Rodman’s experienced outlook. --Gilbert Taylor

Review
“A brilliant tutorial on the way presidents, regardless of party or ideology, have struggled to control the vast
national security bureaucracy they inherit after taking the oath of office.”
—Wall Street Journal

“Presidential Command should be on the short list of readings for members of the Barack Obama
administration—as much for its pointing out the mistakes to avoid as for illustrating the procedures to
emulate.” —Gary Hart, The New York Times Book Review

“A guide about what works, and what doesn’t, when it comes to making successful and effective national
security policy.” —The Washington Times
 
“In an age of sensational leaks and headline-grabbing exposés that illuminate very little, it is bracing to read
Peter Rodman’s calm and reasoned dissection of foreign policy over the course of several recent
administrations, which illuminates very much. His is the quiet voice of wisdom.” —Robert D. Kaplan,
author of Warrior Politics: Why Leadership Demands a Pagan Ethos

“Outstanding. . . . On target. . . . Timely. . . . Rodman’s experience in five of the presidencies he discusses,
and his lucid style, keep the focus on reality and the narrative lively. . . . [His] studiously evenhanded and
balanced style makes his zingers even more telling when they explode on the page, and he is especially acute
assessing Republican administrations in which he served.” —National Review
 
“Fascinating and insightful.” —Richmond Times-Dispatch
 
“Surprisingly fun. . . . Rodman moves along briskly, mixing insidery dish with lucid analysis.” —Bloomberg
News
 
 “This masterful series of studies, by one of America’s most gifted and sensitive national security analysts,
merges a scrupulous taste for clarity with a broad and humane vision of the American national interest. It is
enlightening, penetrating and always fascinating.” —Philip Bobbitt, author of Terror and Consent

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


 
“[Presidential Command] brings to bear the qualified judgment of someone who in many cases was
actually there. . . . [Rodman] has bequeathed his country a priceless legacy. One can only hope that
administrations present and future will make good use of it.” —The American Spectator
 
“Pungent, provocative, perspicacious. . . . An incisive, in-depth, and often firsthand examination of the
successes and failures of the last seven administrations.” —Tulsa World
 
“Invaluable. . . . Rodman casts a cold light on a number of established clichés about foreign policy conflicts.
. . . But at its heart this book is about more than foreign policy. In the end, Presidential Command is about
the central problem of democratic government today in all fields of policy.” —The Weekly Standard
 
“Telling. . . . Rich in detail.” —The National Interest
 
“Rodman [had] a close-up look at the process of governmental decision-making—and the bureaucratic
elbowing that the process usually entails. . . . His rankings of presidential performance pack interest.” —St.
Louis Post-Dispatch
 
“Observers of the new Obama administration and its inaugural moves in foreign affairs should find lessons
in Rodman’s experienced outlook.” —Booklist
 
“Peter Rodman was incisive, wise, and fair and these qualities are reflected in his revealing, timely, and truly
important account of how our recent presidents both succeeded and failed in exercising strategic ‘command’
over U.S. foreign policy.” —Zbigniew Brzezinski

About the Author
Peter W. Rodman was a senior fellow in foreign policy at the Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C. He
served as deputy assistant to the president for National Security Affairs, as director of the State Department’s
Policy Planning Staff, as special assistant to Henry Kissinger in the White House, and, most recently, as
assistant secretary of defense of international security affairs (2001–2007). Rodman is the author of More
Precious Than Peace. He died in August 2008.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Potter:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Presidential Command: Power, Leadership, and the
Making of Foreign Policy from Richard Nixon to George. You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. So long as we know about how is important some sort of book Presidential Command: Power,
Leadership, and the Making of Foreign Policy from Richard Nixon to George. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you
can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
study.



Rod Doughty:

This Presidential Command: Power, Leadership, and the Making of Foreign Policy from Richard Nixon to
George book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Presidential Command: Power,
Leadership, and the Making of Foreign Policy from Richard Nixon to George without we realize teach the
one who studying it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Presidential
Command: Power, Leadership, and the Making of Foreign Policy from Richard Nixon to George can bring
once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Presidential Command: Power, Leadership, and the Making of
Foreign Policy from Richard Nixon to George having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Amy Lewis:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Presidential Command: Power,
Leadership, and the Making of Foreign Policy from Richard Nixon to George, you are able to enjoy both. It
is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Rick Beard:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is Presidential Command: Power, Leadership, and the Making of Foreign
Policy from Richard Nixon to George this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require
to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. That's
why this book suitable all of you.
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