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"We are all confronted, at one time or another, with choices as to what sort of life
we will lead." So Tzvetan Todorov begins Frail Happiness, an important
interpretation of Rousseau, one suffused with Todorov’s own moral seriousness
and intellectual depth. While ranging widely through Rousseau’s corpus with
skill and scholarly authority Todorov returns, again and again, to the fragile yet
persistent hope for human happiness.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Todorov accomplishes remarkably much in this brief book, and he does so with a clarity and grace that
reflect his humanism and his intention to confront life honestly, characteristics he particularly admires in
Rousseau.”

—Laurence D. Cooper, Review of Politics

“This translation . . . is doubly welcome. . . . [It] offers readers both an insightful interpretation of Rousseau,
one that presents him explicitly as a moral theorist, and an introduction to Todorov’s own contributions to
what he calls a ‘critical humanism’.”

—Zev M. Trachtenberg, Ethics

“In Frail Happiness, Todorov argues for the coherence of Rousseau, against those who prefer to underscore
his contradictions. In its very simplicity it is an elegant presentation, one that will doubtless attract many
readers.”

—Philip Stewart, Duke University

“Frail Happiness remains possibly the most successful of Tzvetan Todorov’s writings on the history of
ideas. . . . It is sustained by great intuition and emotional sympathy; crafted with admirable modesty and
sparing means, it succeeds in conveying the essence of Rousseau’s thinking, offering an excellent, reader-
friendly introduction to anyone wishing to approach his works.”

—Biancamaria Fontana, Times Literary Supplement

“All the same, Frail Happiness remains possibly the most successful of Tzvetan Todorov’s writings on the
history of ideas: if the text is little more than a collage of quotations and well-chosen images, it is sustained
by great intuition and emotional sympathy; crafted with admirable modesty and sparing means, it succeeds in
conveying the essence of Rousseau’s thinking, offering an excellent, reader-friendly introduction to anyone
wishing to approach his works.”

—Biancamaria Fontana, Times Literary Supplement
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sara Otoole:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Frail Happiness: An Essay on
Rousseau. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other
social media.

David Unruh:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
data about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them is this
Frail Happiness: An Essay on Rousseau.

Isaias McGee:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People is
human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read will be Frail
Happiness: An Essay on Rousseau.



Jessie Adams:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Frail Happiness: An Essay on Rousseau can make you sense more
interested to read.
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