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Finding Women in the State is a provocative hidden history of socialist state
feminists maneuvering behind the scenes at the core of the Chinese Communist
Party. These women worked to advance gender and class equality in the early
People’s Republic and fought to transform sexist norms and practices, all while
facing fierce opposition from a male-dominated CCP leadership from the Party
Central to the local government. Wang Zheng extends this investigation to the
cultural realm, showing how feminists within China’s film industry were
working to actively create new cinematic heroines, and how they continued a
New Culture anti-patriarchy heritage in socialist film production. This book
illuminates not only the different visions of revolutionary transformation but also
the dense entanglements among those in the top echelon of the party. Wang
discusses the causes for failure of China’s socialist revolution and raises
fundamental questions about male dominance in social movements that aim to
pursue social justice and equality. This is the first book engendering the PRC
high politics and has important theoretical and methodological implications for
scholars and students working in gender studies as well as China studies.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

“Few in the field even knew that the archives Wang Zheng uses existed. Her research shows the inner
workings of a radical albeit ultimately unsuccessful feminist revolution of culture in the early years of the
People’s Republic of China (1949–64). As such it offers a brand-new picture of not only the feminist
movement but also politics and culture in this most formative period.”—Dorothy Ko, author of The Social
Life of Inkstones: Artisans and Scholars in Early Qing China
 
"Wang Zheng has a strong and compelling narrative voice, making her own position as well as her research
methodology crystal clear. One of this book's major strengths is its great detective work in ferreting out
strategies of feminist work. It makes a unique and important contribution to our understanding of the
feminist movement in China and of the relationship between communism and the pursuit of gender
equality."—Hu Ying, author of Burying Autumn: Poetry, Friendship, and Loss

About the Author

Wang Zheng is Professor of Women’s Studies and History and Research Scientist at the Institute for
Research on Women and Gender at the University of Michigan. She is the author of Women in the Chinese
Enlightenment: Oral and Textual Histories and the coeditor of From the Soil: The Foundations of Chinese
Society, Translating Feminisms in China, and Some of Us: Chinese Women Growing Up in the Mao Era.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sheri Reagan:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Finding Women
in the State: A Socialist Feminist Revolution in the People's Republic of China, 1949-1964? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Kristen Self:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Finding Women in the State: A Socialist Feminist Revolution in the People's Republic of China, 1949-1964
your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but
surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Finding Women in the State: A
Socialist Feminist Revolution in the People's Republic of China, 1949-1964 giving you another experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now



let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Maria Hernandez:

This Finding Women in the State: A Socialist Feminist Revolution in the People's Republic of China, 1949-
1964 is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great manage
word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Finding Women in the State: A Socialist Feminist
Revolution in the People's Republic of China, 1949-1964 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right
but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt
which?

Candace Mathieu:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Finding Women in the State: A Socialist Feminist Revolution in the People's
Republic of China, 1949-1964 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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