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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
One of the most unforgettable moments of my youth was learning the word
pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis. I was in third grade. So what if Richard Lederer has come
up with a chemical compound that consists of 1,913 letters? Owning a word like
pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis is empowering at any age. If you have ever been
completely wowed by the power you can have over language, or its power over you, Richard Lederer is your
patron saint. His oft-reprinted introduction to Crazy English, which was originally published in 1989, claims
that English is "the most loopy and wiggy of all tongues." And then he demonstrates: "In what other
language do people drive in a parkway and park in a driveway? ... Why do they call them apartments when
they're all together?" And so on. Lederer's pace is frenetic. He alights on oxymorons ("pretty ugly,"
"computer jock"), redundancies, confusing words (are you sure you know the meaning of enormity?),
phobias, contronyms, heteronyms, retroactive terms (acoustic guitar, rotary phone), and a host of other
linguistic delights.

Though English may be one of the crazier languages--Lederer claims that about 80 percent of our words are
not spelled phonetically--they are all, he says, a little crazy. "That's because language is invented ... by boys
and girls and men and women, not computers. As such, language reflects the creative and fearful asymmetry
of the human race, which, of course, isn't really a race at all." --Jane Steinberg

From Publishers Weekly
A journalist, teacher at St. Paul's School in Concord, N.H., and public-radio commentator, Lederer (
Anguished English ; Get Thee to a Punnery ) again adroitly mixes instruction with hilarity by showing that
English, though the richest and most widely used of all the world's languages, is "crazy." The text is a
dazzling collection of anagrams, alliterations, idioms, illogical spelling rules (bough, ghost, honor, rhyme)
and larky oxymora (Chaucer's classic "hateful good," today's "military intelligence," "postal service") .
Verses, quizzes and anecdotes accompany Lederer's essays on "the antics of semantics," greatly expanding
the pleasure of what he correctly claims is "the ultimate joy ride through our language." Doubleday Book
Club and Literary Guild alternates; author tour.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Richard Lederer is the author of more than 30 books about language, history, and humor, including his best-
selling Anguished English series and his current book, Presidential Trivia. He has been profiled in magazines
as diverse as The New Yorker, People, and the National Enquirer and frequently appears on radio as a
commentator on language. Dr. Lederer's syndicated column, "Looking at Language," appears in newspapers
and magazines throughout the United States. He has been named International Punster of the Year and
Toastmasters International's Golden Gavel winner.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karl Harms:

Here thing why this kind of Crazy English: The Ultimate Joy Ride Through Our Language are different and



reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Crazy English: The Ultimate Joy Ride Through Our Language
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
publication that similar with Crazy English: The Ultimate Joy Ride Through Our Language. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café,
or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form
of Crazy English: The Ultimate Joy Ride Through Our Language in e-book can be your option.

Barbara Norwood:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Crazy English: The Ultimate Joy Ride
Through Our Language book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Crazy English: The
Ultimate Joy Ride Through Our Language as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Jacqueline Kellett:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Crazy English: The Ultimate
Joy Ride Through Our Language is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kevin Dobson:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This e-book Crazy English: The Ultimate Joy Ride Through Our Language was
filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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