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It looked for awhile like Michael Collins would spend his life breaking concrete
and throwing rocks for the Vittorio Scalese Construction Company. He liked the
work and he liked the pay. But a chance remark by one of his coworkers made
him realize that he wanted to involve himself in something bigger, something
more meaningful than crushing rocks and drinking beer.

In his acclaimed first memoir, Hot Lights, Cold Steel, Collins wrote passionately
about his four-year surgical residency at the prestigious Mayo Clinic. Blue
Collar, Blue Scrubs turns back the clock, taking readers from his daysas a
construction worker to his entry into medical school, expertly infusing his
journey to become a doctor with humanity, compassion and humor. From the
first time he delivers a baby to being surrounded by death and pain on a daily
basis, Collins compellingly writes about how medicine makes him confront, in a
very deep and personal way, the nature of God and suffering—and how delicate
life can be.
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It looked for awhile like Michael Collinswould spend hislife breaking concrete and throwing rocks for the
Vittorio Scalese Construction Company. He liked the work and he liked the pay. But a chance remark by one
of his coworkers made him realize that he wanted to involve himself in something bigger, something more
meaningful than crushing rocks and drinking beer.

In his acclaimed first memoir, Hot Lights, Cold Sedl, Collins wrote passionately about his four-year surgical
residency at the prestigious Mayo Clinic. Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs turns back the clock, taking readers from
his days as a construction worker to his entry into medical school, expertly infusing his journey to become a
doctor with humanity, compassion and humor. From the first time he delivers a baby to being surrounded by
death and pain on a daily basis, Collins compellingly writes about how medicine makes him confront, in a
very deep and persona way, the nature of God and suffering—and how delicate life can be.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

An orthopedic surgeon whose Mayo Clinic residency he recalled in Hot Lights, Cold Seel, Collins reaches
further back to tell of his days as a Chicago construction worker and, later, medical student. For afew years
after college, Collins enjoyed the physicality of constructing curbs and gutters and drinking beer with his
pals. But Callins, the oldest of eight boysin a close-knit Irish Catholic family, felt a vague yearning for
something more meaningful, which finally coal esced into the dream of becoming a doctor. The Notre Dame
graduate went back to college for two years of pre-med courses and entered Loyola at the ripe old age of 26.
The next few years were areality check: the rote memorization in medical school, the petty tasks assigned to
an on-call med student and the shock, in hislast year of medical school, of finding hisintern had committed
suicide. Collins received a battlefield promation to intern. He eventually found himself right at home with
the osorthopods,» who lack the pretension of the other surgical specidists. Thisis a perceptive, no-frills
memoir of a surgeon who succeeded by dint of hard work and brains. (June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"Collins has a poet's soul, whether describing the sunrise through a laborer's eyes or what it means to be
human through a physician's...Literary talent produces this fast-paced memoir filled with easy, unforced
dialogue and authentic characters from all walks of life." --Booklist

"Coallins has a superb ear for dialogue, and his breezy style makes his world spring to life." --Kirkus Reviews

"Thisis aperceptive, no-frills memoir of a surgeon who succeeded by dint of hard work and brains."
--Publishers Weekly

About the Author

MICHAEL J. COLLINS, M.D., served as the Chief Resident in Orthopedic Surgery at the prestigious Mayo
Clinic and is now a successful orthopedic surgeon. He is the author of the acclaimed medical memoir Hot
Lights, Cold Seel. He livesin Hinsdale, Illinois.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jerry Rivera:

In other case, little persons like to read book Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon. Y ou can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Blue
Coallar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by just abook. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you



can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. Y ou need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Stacey Sims:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you alot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a reserve.

Elizabeth M cNeal:

Precisely why? Because this Blue Callar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon is an unordinary book that
the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who a so write the book in such amazing way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So, it is good for you
for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of benefits than
the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking method. So, still want to
postpone having that book? If | were you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Kimberly Duda:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Blue Collar, Blue Scrubs: The Making of a Surgeon your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
ahead of. The Blue Coallar, Blue Scrubs. The Making of a Surgeon giving you a different experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us
teach you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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