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In this important study, Abu-Lughod presents a groundbreaking reinterpretation
of global economic evolution, arguing that the modern world economy had its
roots not in the sixteenth century, as is widely supposed, but in the thirteenth
century economy--a system far different from the European world system which
emerged from it. Using the city as the working unit of analysis, Before European
Hegemony provides a new paradigm for understanding the evolution of world
systems by tracing the rise of a system that, at its peak in the opening decades of
the 14th century, involved a vast region stretching between northwest Europe and
China. Writing in a clear and lively style, Abu-Lughod explores the reasons for
the eventual decay of this system and the rise of European hegemony.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A provocative, well-researched, imaginative book."--Contemporary Sociology

"A useful and stimulating economic history that juxtaposes data from many different regions....The book
should prove useful and popular in world history courses."--American Historical Review

"An important work in historical sociology."--Science & Society

"A beautifully written work, whose scope is comparable to those of Immanuel Wallerstein and Fernand
Braudel."--American Sociological Association

"World history at its best, combining breadth and depth, pattern with detail....A first-class contribution that
will become a major reference point in future scholarship."--American Journal of Sociology
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Julio Yates:

The book Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D. 1250-1350 has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. The
author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after scanning this book.

William Marshall:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make



anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for you is Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D. 1250-1350 this guide consist
a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does
the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Evelyn Wiley:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
Among the books in the top listing in your reading list will be Before European Hegemony: The World
System A.D. 1250-1350. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Evelyn Ross:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D. 1250-1350 can make you feel
more interested to read.
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