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“Most directors have one film for which they are known or possibly two,” said
Francis Ford Coppola. “Akira Kurosawa has eight or nine.” Through
masterpieces such as Kagemusha, Seven Samurai, and High and Low, Akira
Kurosawa (1910–98) influenced directors from George Lucas and Steven
Spielberg to Martin Scorsese, and his groundbreaking innovations in
cinematography and editing, combined with his storytelling, made him a
cinematic icon. In this succinct biography, Peter Wild evaluates Kurosawa’s
films while offering a view of the man behind the camera, from his family life to
his global audience.
           
After discussing Kurosawa’s childhood in Japan, Wild explores his years as an
assistant director at a new film studio and his early films during and after World
War II before he won international acclaim with Rashomon. While surveying
Kurosawa’s impressive career, Wild also examines the myriad criticisms the
director faced both within his own country and abroad—he was too influenced by
Western cinema; not authentically Japanese; and he was too sentimental, naïve,
arrogant, or out of touch. By placing Kurosawa and his films in the context of his
times, Wild helps us to understand the director and the reproaches against him.
Cogent and concise, Akira Kurosawa will be essential reading for anyone
interested in the work of this masterful filmmaker.
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Kurosawa has eight or nine.” Through masterpieces such as Kagemusha, Seven Samurai, and High and Low,
Akira Kurosawa (1910–98) influenced directors from George Lucas and Steven Spielberg to Martin
Scorsese, and his groundbreaking innovations in cinematography and editing, combined with his storytelling,
made him a cinematic icon. In this succinct biography, Peter Wild evaluates Kurosawa’s films while offering
a view of the man behind the camera, from his family life to his global audience.
           
After discussing Kurosawa’s childhood in Japan, Wild explores his years as an assistant director at a new
film studio and his early films during and after World War II before he won international acclaim with
Rashomon. While surveying Kurosawa’s impressive career, Wild also examines the myriad criticisms the
director faced both within his own country and abroad—he was too influenced by Western cinema; not
authentically Japanese; and he was too sentimental, naïve, arrogant, or out of touch. By placing Kurosawa
and his films in the context of his times, Wild helps us to understand the director and the reproaches against
him. Cogent and concise, Akira Kurosawa will be essential reading for anyone interested in the work of this
masterful filmmaker.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter Wild writes for many publications, including the Guardian and the Independent, and is the author or
editor of numerous books. He lives in Stockport, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kai Martin:

Here thing why this specific Akira Kurosawa (Critical Lives) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. Akira Kurosawa (Critical Lives) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no book that similar with Akira Kurosawa (Critical Lives). It gives you thrill
looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably
can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Akira
Kurosawa (Critical Lives) in e-book can be your substitute.

Lawrence Elam:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled Akira Kurosawa (Critical Lives) your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you
never get ahead of. The Akira Kurosawa (Critical Lives) giving you a different experience more than blown
away your thoughts but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Crystal Freeman:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more
time to be learn. Akira Kurosawa (Critical Lives) can be your answer given it can be read by a person who
have those short extra time problems.



Irene Parker:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Akira
Kurosawa (Critical Lives) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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