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This volume provides a new annotated edition of the two layers of the 'Sanaa
palimpsest', one of the oldest Qur'an manuscripts yet discovered, together with a
critical introduction that offers new hypotheses concerning the transmission of
the Qur'an during the first centuries of Islam. The palimpsest contains two
superimposed Qur'anic texts within two layers of writing, on thirty-eight leaves
of parchment collectively numbered MS 01-27.1 in the Dar al-Makhtutat (lit. 'the
House of Manuscripts') in Sanaa, Yemen. The palimpsest's lower text, which has
been dated to the first century of Islam (seventh century CE), was subsequently
erased and the parchment was later reused for writing another Qur'anic text,
which remains visible in natural light. This upper text is thought to date from the
second century of Islam (eighth century CE). The two layers were imaged in
2007 by a French-Italian mission.

Both Qur'anic texts are fragmented and present aspects of work in progress. In its
lower layer, the manuscript offers the oldest witness of a reading instruction in a
Qur'an text and perhaps even in any Arabic text. Such peculiarities offer rare
evidence as to how the Qur'an was transmitted, taught and written down in the
first centuries of Islam. In this book, Asma Hilali presents an annotated edition of
the texts, together with a critical introduction. These contextualise the volume
within the field of Qur'an manuscript studies, and engage with the historical and
institutional contexts of transmission of the Qur'anic passages. The volume also
makes systematic reference to previous studies and partial editions of the same
manuscript.
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This volume provides a new annotated edition of the two layers of the 'Sanaa palimpsest', one of the oldest
Qur'an manuscripts yet discovered, together with a critical introduction that offers new hypotheses
concerning the transmission of the Qur'an during the first centuries of Islam. The palimpsest contains two
superimposed Qur'anic texts within two layers of writing, on thirty-eight leaves of parchment collectively
numbered MS 01-27.1 in the Dar al-Makhtutat (lit. 'the House of Manuscripts') in Sanaa, Yemen. The
palimpsest's lower text, which has been dated to the first century of Islam (seventh century CE), was
subsequently erased and the parchment was later reused for writing another Qur'anic text, which remains
visible in natural light. This upper text is thought to date from the second century of Islam (eighth century
CE). The two layers were imaged in 2007 by a French-Italian mission.

Both Qur'anic texts are fragmented and present aspects of work in progress. In its lower layer, the manuscript
offers the oldest witness of a reading instruction in a Qur'an text and perhaps even in any Arabic text. Such
peculiarities offer rare evidence as to how the Qur'an was transmitted, taught and written down in the first
centuries of Islam. In this book, Asma Hilali presents an annotated edition of the texts, together with a
critical introduction. These contextualise the volume within the field of Qur'an manuscript studies, and
engage with the historical and institutional contexts of transmission of the Qur'anic passages. The volume
also makes systematic reference to previous studies and partial editions of the same manuscript.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Both parts of this volume, the edition and the introduction, are equally impressive, displaying as
comfortable and sure a hand with the technicalities of codicology as with scrutiny and assessment of the
Sanaa palimpsest as an historical object. Hilali's technical as well as analytical judgements are sober and
acutely insightful. They disallow the intrusion of anachronistic considerations and the inflection of
judgement by unnecessary yet all-too-common theological or doctrinal assumptions. Instead, the author's
interpretation and choices display a keen sense for clues, and open avenues towards reconstructing one more
element in the jigsaw puzzle that is the interconnected histories of Qur'anic enunciation, composition,
reiteration, redaction, and early circulation."--Aziz al-Azmeh, University Professor, Department of History,
Central European University, Budapest

"Dr Hilali's anticipated publication on the Sanaa palimpsest provides fresh material for the further study of
this fascinating document and offers new hypotheses about its origins. I have no doubt that the field of
Qur'anic studies will greatly benefit from her insightful study."--François Déroche, Professor of the History
of the Qur'an (Text and Transmission), Collège de France

About the Author

Asma Hilali is a Research Associate in the Department of Academic Research and Publications at The
Institute of Ismaili Studies. She gained her PhD from l'Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris. Dr Hilali has
worked in various research centres in Germany, France and the United Kingdom. Her main interest is related
to the transmission of religious literature in early and mediaeval Islam, and the issues of how religious texts
were used and what impact this use had on their forms and contents.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jewel Williams:

This The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies
Series) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
a person read a lot of information you will get. This The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an
in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) without we understand teach the one who reading through
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Sanaa Palimpsest: The
Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) can bring any time you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even cellphone. This The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH



(Qur'anic Studies Series) having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really
feel uninterested in reading.

Carol Ton:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Sanaa Palimpsest: The
Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) book since this book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
as you know.

Delois Dionisio:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but novel and The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission
of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) or maybe others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Sanaa
Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Anne Young:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. On this modern
era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic
Studies Series) when you essential it?
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