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“I am now alone on earth, no longer having any brother, neighbor, friend, or
society other than myself” proclaimed Rousseau in Reveries of the Solitary
Walker. Reveries, along with Botanical Writings and Letter to Franquières, were
all written at the end of his life, a period when Rousseau renounced his
occupation as author and ceased publishing his works. Presenting himself as an
unwilling societal outcast, he nonetheless crafted each with a sharp eye on his
readership. Whether addressing himself, a mother hoping to interest her child in
botany, or a confused young nobleman, his dialogue reflects the needs of his
interlocutor and of future readers.

Although very different in style, these three works concern overlapping subjects.
Their unity comes from the relation of the other writings to the Reveries, which
consists of ten meditative “walks” during which Rousseau considers his life and
thought. The third and fourth walks discuss truth, morality, and religious belief,
which are the themes of the Letter to Franquières; while the seventh is a lengthy
discussion of botany as a model for contemplative activity. The overarching
themes of the volume—the relations among philosophic or scientific
contemplation, religion, and morality—provide Rousseau’s most intimate and
final reflections on the difficulties involved in understanding nature.
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“I am now alone on earth, no longer having any brother, neighbor, friend, or society other than myself”
proclaimed Rousseau in Reveries of the Solitary Walker. Reveries, along with Botanical Writings and Letter
to Franquières, were all written at the end of his life, a period when Rousseau renounced his occupation as
author and ceased publishing his works. Presenting himself as an unwilling societal outcast, he nonetheless
crafted each with a sharp eye on his readership. Whether addressing himself, a mother hoping to interest her
child in botany, or a confused young nobleman, his dialogue reflects the needs of his interlocutor and of
future readers.

Although very different in style, these three works concern overlapping subjects. Their unity comes from the
relation of the other writings to the Reveries, which consists of ten meditative “walks” during which
Rousseau considers his life and thought. The third and fourth walks discuss truth, morality, and religious
belief, which are the themes of the Letter to Franquières; while the seventh is a lengthy discussion of botany
as a model for contemplative activity. The overarching themes of the volume—the relations among
philosophic or scientific contemplation, religion, and morality—provide Rousseau’s most intimate and final
reflections on the difficulties involved in understanding nature.
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Editorial Review

Review
“We botanists should be indebted to historian Alexandra Cook, not only for her offering such a complete
rendition of Rousseau’s botanical writings . . . but also for the translations themselves, her marvelously
detailed annotations and editing of the botanical writings, and her coauthored introduction . . . volume 8 on
Rousseau’s botanical writings is immensely important to the history of botany and should not be overlooked
by biology or botany libraries.” (TAXON)

“This will be a useful source for anyone who needs to know something about ‘Rousseau’s botany’ and the
letters themselves are beautifully fresh and lively, despite the formalities of style.” (The Society for the
History of Natural History)

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)
Original Language: French

From the Publisher
6 1/8 x 9 1/4 trim. LC 99-39783

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Gomes:

The book The Reveries of the Solitary Walker, Botanical Writings, and Letter to Franquières (Collected
Writings of Rousseau) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make studying a book The Reveries of the Solitary Walker, Botanical Writings, and
Letter to Franquières (Collected Writings of Rousseau) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like available and read a e-book The Reveries of the Solitary Walker, Botanical Writings,
and Letter to Franquières (Collected Writings of Rousseau). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Keith Smith:

This The Reveries of the Solitary Walker, Botanical Writings, and Letter to Franquières (Collected Writings
of Rousseau) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular The Reveries of the Solitary
Walker, Botanical Writings, and Letter to Franquières (Collected Writings of Rousseau) without we realize
teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The
Reveries of the Solitary Walker, Botanical Writings, and Letter to Franquières (Collected Writings of



Rousseau) can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Reveries of the Solitary
Walker, Botanical Writings, and Letter to Franquières (Collected Writings of Rousseau) having good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Bryan Lopez:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Reveries of the Solitary Walker, Botanical
Writings, and Letter to Franquières (Collected Writings of Rousseau) can be the reply, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not
a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Robert Clark:

You can obtain this The Reveries of the Solitary Walker, Botanical Writings, and Letter to Franquières
(Collected Writings of Rousseau) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to
be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not
only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such
as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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