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In this classic work, often described as "The History of the Rise, Decline, and
Fall of the Love Affair," Denis de Rougemont explores the psychology of love
from the legend of Tristan and Isolde to Hollywood. At the heart of his ever-
relevant inquiry is the inescapable conflict in the West between marriage and
passion--the first associated with social and religious responsiblity and the
second with anarchic, unappeasable love as celebrated by the troubadours of
medieval Provence. These early poets, according to de Rougemont, spoke the
words of an Eros-centered theology, and it was through this "heresy" that a
European vocabulary of mysticism flourished and that Western literature took on
a new direction.

Bringing together historical, religious, philosophical, and cultural dimensions, the
author traces the evolution of Western romantic love from its literary beginnings
as an awe-inspiring secret to its commercialization in the cinema. He seeks to
restore the myth of love to its original integrity and concludes with a
philosophical perspective on modern marriage.
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In this classic work, often described as "The History of the Rise, Decline, and Fall of the Love Affair," Denis
de Rougemont explores the psychology of love from the legend of Tristan and Isolde to Hollywood. At the
heart of his ever-relevant inquiry is the inescapable conflict in the West between marriage and passion--the
first associated with social and religious responsiblity and the second with anarchic, unappeasable love as
celebrated by the troubadours of medieval Provence. These early poets, according to de Rougemont, spoke
the words of an Eros-centered theology, and it was through this "heresy" that a European vocabulary of
mysticism flourished and that Western literature took on a new direction.

Bringing together historical, religious, philosophical, and cultural dimensions, the author traces the evolution
of Western romantic love from its literary beginnings as an awe-inspiring secret to its commercialization in
the cinema. He seeks to restore the myth of love to its original integrity and concludes with a philosophical
perspective on modern marriage.
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Editorial Review

Review
"De Rougemont's reasoning is often ingenious, always arresting, fascinating in detail."--Time (Magazine)

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

From the Back Cover
In this classic work, Denis De Rougemont explores the psychology of love from the legend of Tristan and
Isolde to Hollywood.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Irving Hansen:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Love in
the Western World.

Kimberly Niemeyer:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Love in the Western World or others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping
them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Love in the
Western World to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Irvin Ehlers:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book Love in the Western World we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To get creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with



your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time book Love in the Western World. You can
more attractive than now.

Albert Lightner:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the Love in the Western World when you essential it?
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